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 Bills Pending in the Illinois General Assembly 

Pertaining to Education 

Prepared by Bev Johns 

As of February 18, 2026 

 

House Bill—2848—Mussman and Crawford. Amends the School Code. Provides that, subject to 

appropriation, the State Board of Education shall establish a program of paid internships for 

students enrolled in educator preparation programs in the school support personnel endorsement 

areas of school social worker, school psychologist, school counselor, school nurse, and speech-

language pathologist. Sets forth provisions concerning the program. Provides that, subject to 

appropriation, the State Board of Education shall establish and maintain a mentorship and 

recruitment program to develop and maintain interest in the school support personnel 

endorsement areas of school social worker, school psychologist, school counselor, school nurse, 

and speech-language pathologist. Sets forth provisions concerning the program. Amends the 

Higher Education Student Assistance Act. Provides that subject to appropriation, beginning with 

the 2025-2026 academic year, the Illinois Student Assistance Commission shall establish a 

school support personnel educator preparation scholarship program to annually award up to 250 

scholarships for school psychology, school counseling, school nursing, and school speech-

language pathology. Sets forth provisions concerning the scholarship program. Provides that, to 

encourage Illinois students to enter the fields of school psychology, school counseling, school 

nursing, and school speech-language pathology and to continue to work in those fields in public 

schools in this State, the Commission shall, each year, receive and consider applications for loan 

repayment assistance under a School Support Personnel Work Shortage Loan Repayment 

Program. Sets forth provisions concerning the Program. Effective immediately. Re-referred to 

House Rues.  

 

House Bill 4021—Stuart and Crawford.  Appropriates $340,000 from the General Revenue Fund 

to the State Board of Education to address shortages of school psychologists in this State through 

specified methods. Effective July 1, 2025. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4022—Stuart and Crawford. Appropriates $2,950,000 from the General Revenue 

Fund to the Board of Higher Education to address shortages of school psychologists in this State 

through specified methods. Effective July 1, 2025. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4068—Crawford. Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. 

Provides that within 14 school days after receiving a written request for a federal Section 504 

plan from a child's parent or guardian, a school district shall determine whether the clinical 

information provided by the parent or guardian is sufficient to support the need for a Section 504 

plan, whether further evaluation is warranted to make that determination, or whether there is no 

basis for an evaluation or plan based on available information. Provides that if the district 

decides not to confer eligibility based on existing information or to conduct an evaluation, the 

district shall provide written notice to the parent or guardian explaining the rationale for the 

decision. Provides that if the district agrees to an evaluation, a meeting with the parent or 

guardian shall be held no later than 14 school days after receiving the written request. Requires 

the district to convene a team that shall identify the assessments necessary to complete the 

evaluation. Provides that for a student with documentation from a licensed health care provider 
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indicating the need for an individualized health care plan to address a likely medical threat to the 

student's health or safety, the school's Section 504 plan team shall meet with the parent or 

guardian to consider creation of an interim Section 504 plan consistent with the health care 

provider's recommendations within 5 school days after receipt of the documentation, and if the 

Section 504 plan team agrees with the health care provider's recommendation, implementation of 

the requisite accommodations shall commence no later than 5 school days after the planning 

meeting. Effective immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4098—McCombie. Creates the Educational Choice for Illinois Children Act. 

Contains legislative findings. Provides that the State Board of Education, in coordination with 

the Department of Revenue, shall establish and approve a list of scholarship granting 

organizations that meet the requirements of Section 70411 of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act to 

facilitate opting the State of Illinois into the school choice tax credit provisions of the One Big 

Beautiful Bill Act. Effective immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4099—McCombie. Amends the School Code. Provides that the General Assembly 

voluntarily elects the State to: (1) participate in the federal tax credit established under the 

federal One Big Beautiful Bill Act for individuals who make qualified contributions to 

scholarship granting organizations; and (2) identify scholarship granting organizations located in 

this State. Authorizes and empowers the State Board of Education to certify and submit a list of 

qualifying scholarship granting organizations to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 

States in accordance with the federal One Big Beautiful Bill Act and its associated regulations. 

Provides that by January 1, 2027 and by every January 1 thereafter, the State Board shall submit 

to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States and publish on the State Board's Internet 

website a list of scholarship granting organizations that meet the requirements of the federal One 

Big Beautiful Bill Act and are located in this State. Allows the State Board to establish rules 

governing the process and documentation necessary for an entity to qualify to be included as a 

scholarship granting organization on the list. House Rules.  

 

 

 

 
House Bill 4114—Halbrook.  

Amends the Statute on Statutes and other various Acts. Changes all occurrences of "disabled person" to 
"person with a disability", changes all occurrences of "a person who is handicapped" to "a person who 
has a disability", changes all occurrences of "physically or mentally handicapped" to "having a physical 
or intellectual disability", and changes all occurrences of "visually handicapped" to "visually impaired". 
Replaces an outdated reference to the "Disabled Person Identification Card" with "the Illinois Person 
with a Disability Identification Card". Amends the Aid to the Aged, Blind or Disabled Article of the 
Illinois Public Aid Code. Changes "Aid to the Aged, Blind or Disabled program" to "Aid to the Aged, Blind 
or Persons with Disabilities program". Makes corresponding references in various Acts. Effective 
immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill  4115—Halbrook. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning student mental 

health screenings, requires the State Board of Education's model school district procedures to 

facilitate the implementation of mental health screenings to include the option to opt in (rather 
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than opt out) and a minimum of 3 written notifications each school year about the use of mental 

health screenings, one of which must be delivered by first-class mail, to a student's parent or 

guardian. Effective January 1, 2026. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4119—Miller. Amends the School Code. In provisions requiring the State Board of 

Education to develop model school district procedures to facilitate the implementation of mental 

health screenings for students, provides that the procedures shall include the option for parents to 

opt in (rather than opt out) of mental health screenings for their children. Effective January 1, 

2026. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4139—Ortiz. Amends the School Code. Provides that, beginning with the 2026-2027 

school year, every public elementary school and high school shall include the study of Latinx 

communities in the curriculum across all content areas, including the contributions made by 

individual Latinx communities in government and the arts, humanities, mathematics, and 

sciences, as well as the contributions of Latinx to the economic, cultural, social, and political 

development of the United States. Allows the State Superintendent of Education to prepare and 

make available to all school boards instructional materials that may be used as guidelines for 

development of the unit of instruction. Requires a regional superintendent of schools to monitor 

a school district's compliance with the curricular requirements. Provides that each school board 

shall itself determine the minimum amount of instructional time that qualifies as a unit of 

instruction satisfying these requirements. Allows a school to meet the requirements through an 

online program or course. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4143—DeLuca. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. Requires 

every public elementary school and high school to include in its curriculum a unit of instruction 

studying the events of Italian American history. Contains provisions governing this instruction. 

Effective immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4148—J. Davis. Amends the School Code. Provides that the General Assembly 

voluntarily elects the State to: (1) participate in the federal tax credit established under the 

federal One Big Beautiful Bill Act for individuals who make qualified contributions to 

scholarship granting organizations; and (2) identify scholarship granting organizations located in 

this State. Authorizes and empowers the State Board of Education to certify and submit a list of 

qualifying scholarship granting organizations to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 

States in accordance with the federal One Big Beautiful Bill Act and its associated regulations. 

Provides that by January 1, 2027 and by every January 1 thereafter, the State Board shall submit 

to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States and publish on the State Board's Internet 

website a list of scholarship granting organizations that meet the requirements of the federal One 

Big Beautiful Bill Act and are located in this State. Provides that the State Board and the 

Department of Revenue may adopt only those rules necessary to implement the provisions in a 

manner consistent with federal law and may not impose additional criteria, restrictions, or 

limitations beyond those required under federal statute or regulation. Requires the State Board 

and the Department of Revenue to publish annual reports on the use and impact of the list of 

scholarship granting organizations. House Rules.  
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House Bill 4150—Friess. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. Provides 

that each professional educator licensee shall complete a total of 60 (rather than 120) hours of 

professional development per 5-year renewal cycle in order to renew a license. Provides that any 

licensee with an administrative endorsement who is working in a position requiring such 

endorsement or an individual with a Teacher Leader endorsement serving in an administrative 

capacity at least 50% of the day shall complete one Illinois Administrators' Academy course 

each fiscal year in addition to 50 (rather than 100) hours of professional development per 5-year 

renewal cycle. Provides that any licensee holding a current National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards master teacher designation shall complete a total of 30 (rather than 60) hours 

of professional development per 5-year renewal cycle in order to renew a license. Effective 

immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4200-McCombie.  

Creates the Educational Choice for Illinois Children Act. Contains legislative findings. Provides that the 
State Board of Education, in coordination with the Department of Revenue, shall establish and approve 
a list of scholarship granting organizations that meet the requirements of Section 70411 of the One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act to facilitate opting the State of Illinois into the school choice tax credit provisions of 
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. Provides that the list shall be published on the State Board of Education's 
Internet website. Effective immediately. 

House Rules.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Bill 4239-Rohr. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. Provides that 

the school board of a school district that maintains any of grades 9 through 12 is authorized to 

adopt a policy under which a student enrolled in grade 7 or 8 who is enrolled in the unit school 

district or would be enrolled in the high school district upon completion of elementary school 

may enroll in a required high school course, provided that the course is offered by the high 

school that the student would attend and the student participates in the course where the student 

attends school as long as the course is taught by a teacher who holds a professional educator 

license and endorsed for the grade level and content area of the course (instead of just as long as 

the course is taught by a teacher who holds a professional educator license and endorsed for the 

grade level and content area of the course). House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4241—J. Davis. Creates the School Book Rating and Transparency Act. Requires a 

publisher supplying books to a public or nonpublic school, including a charter school, or a 

school-sponsored book fair to assign a content rating to each book and provide that content 

rating. Provides that each school shall ensure that the content rating is displayed in at least one of 
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the following locations: (1) the school library's online catalog entry; (2) the school library's 

website; (3) the classroom library's catalog or posted list; (4) printed or digital reading lists 

distributed to students; or (5) signage or catalogs displayed at a school-sponsored book fair. 

Requires the State Board of Education to develop and publish a one-page rating key, and requires 

a school to make the rating key available. Provides that no teacher, school librarian, school 

administrator, or school district employee is subject to liability, discipline, or adverse 

employment action for relying in good faith on publisher-provided content ratings. Requires the 

State Board to submit an annual report to the General Assembly containing an assessment of 

publisher compliance and any recommendations for system improvements. Authorizes the State 

Board to adopt any rules necessary to implement the Act. Amends the School Code to make a 

related change. Effective July 1, 2026. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4247—Mayfield and Du Buclet. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning 

the administration of asthma medication, epinephrine injectors, opioid antagonists, and oxygen 

tanks, provides that "trained personnel" includes athletic coaches and trainers. Allows a pupil 

with asthma to self-administer and self-carry the pupil's asthma medication at a school-sponsored 

athletic practice or game. Allows a school nurse or trained personnel to administer undesignated 

asthma medication to a person at a school-sponsored athletic practice or game. Requires a school 

district, public school, charter school, or nonpublic school to maintain a supply of asthma 

medication in a secure location that is accessible before, during, and after school where a person 

is most at risk on account of physical activity. Requires at least one member of an athletic 

coach's staff at a school and any athletic trainers at that school to complete the training 

curriculum relating to the administration of undesignated asthma medication. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4257—Schmidt.  

Amends the Compulsory Attendance Article of the School Code. Provides that, beginning with the 
2028-2029 school year, any pupil enrolled in the public schools who is of compulsory school age but 
who has not yet attended kindergarten at a public, private, or parochial school shall be required to 
satisfactorily complete kindergarten before advancing to first grade. Effective immediately. House 
Rules.  
 

House Bill 4280—Mussman. Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. 

With respect to the identification, evaluation, and placement of children, requires the State 

Superintendent of Education to send a copy of certain revised uniform notices by July 1 of every 

even-numbered year to each school district and statewide organization representing those school 

professions involved with individualized education programs. Requires the copy of the revised 

uniform notices to include an updated instruction guide and access to remote training materials. 

Provides that a third-party software provider that creates a platform for an individualized 

educational assessment form shall include a footnote that includes a reference to how to contact 

the State Board of Education, instructions on completing an individualized educational 

assessment form, an instructional video on how to fill out an individualized educational 

assessment form, and contact information for a person at the State Board of Education who can 

answer questions about completing an individualized educational assessment form. Prohibits a 

school district from modifying or customizing its individualized educational assessment form. 

Provides that the State Board of Education, in its adoption of rules regarding an individualized 
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education program, may not include in an individualized educational assessment form a separate 

section regarding autism consideration. House Rules.   

 
House Bill 4284—Cochran.  

Amends the Statute on Statutes and other various Acts. Changes all occurrences of "disabled person" 
to "person with a disability", changes all occurrences of "a person who is handicapped" to "a person 
who has a disability", changes all occurrences of "physically or mentally handicapped" to "having a 
physical or intellectual disability", and changes all occurrences of "visually handicapped" to "visually 
impaired". Replaces an outdated reference to the "Disabled Person Identification Card" with "the 
Illinois Person with a Disability Identification Card". Amends the Aid to the Aged, Blind or Disabled 
Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code. Changes "Aid to the Aged, Blind or Disabled program" to "Aid to 
the Aged, Blind or Persons with Disabilities program". Makes corresponding references in various Acts. 
Effective immediately. 

House Rules.  
 
 

 

House Bill 4301—Didech. Amends the Illinois School Student Records Act. Provides that 

"school student record" also means any written or electronic communications and any 

accompanying attachments in whole or in part sent to or from a parent, guardian, or other family 

member of a student that are maintained by a school or at its direction or by an employee of the 

school and that relate to the education, health, safety, discipline, or well-being of the student, 

regardless of whether the student may be individually identified. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4334—Ryan. Amends the School Code. Removes language that requires, beginning 

with the 2028-2029 school year, as a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma, each pupil 

entering the 9th grade to, in addition to other course requirements, successfully complete 2 years 

of foreign language courses. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4337—Tarver II. Amends the Chicago School District Article of the School Code. 

Provides that the Chicago Board of Education shall designate a traceable communication system 

to be the exclusive means for a district employee or volunteer to communicate electronically 

with students. Requires the principal of each public school to provide parents written or 

electronic notification within the first 10 days of the school year of each electronic school 

notification and communication program designated within the traceable communication system. 

Prohibits, with exceptions, a district employee or volunteer from communicating electronically 

with a student: (1) outside of the traceable communication system designated by the Board; or 

(2) through an unauthorized electronic communication program or application. Sets forth 

disciplinary actions that may be taken for violating the provisions. Allows a parent to submit 

written consent to authorize a designated district employee or volunteer who is not a family 

member to communicate electronically with his or her child outside of the traceable 

communication system. Includes an exception for family members who are district employees or 

volunteers. Sets forth reporting requirements. Requires the State Board of Education to develop a 

complaint form for parents to submit to the Board, the district, or the State Board of Education if 

a district employee or volunteer violates the provisions. Makes other changes. House Rules.  
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House Bill 4339—Du Buclet. Amends the School Code. Beginning with the 2026-2027 school 

year, requires a school district maintaining any of grades 9 through 12 to provide all eligible 

students graduating from high school with the opportunity to register to vote. Effective 

immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4354—Vlla. Amends the School Code. Requires the State Board of Education to 

establish and administer a program to strengthen this State's workforce by creating structured 

pipelines from public high schools into in-demand careers through public-private partnerships 

with employers, public community colleges, and school districts. Under the program, provides 

that the school board of each school district maintaining a high school shall allow the high school 

to partner with local employers and the community college district where the high school is 

located to establish a pathway program for careers in priority sectors. Requires the State Board 

and the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to jointly approve the pathway 

program prior to implementation and maintain a registry of participating high schools and 

employers. Sets forth pathway program requirements. Provides that an employer participating in 

a pathway program that provides a qualifying paid internship or apprenticeship pathway shall 

receive from the State Board a $1,000 grant per student holding the internship or apprenticeship, 

not exceed $50,000 per year. Provides that at least 25% of any funds appropriated for 

implementation must be used to support pathway programs in high schools in high-poverty or 

rural school districts. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4372- Delgado. Amends the School Code. Requires every public elementary and high 

school to include in its curriculum the study of the contributions made by Latin Americans to the 

economic, cultural, social, and political development of the United States. Provides that the 

regional superintendent of schools shall monitor a school district's compliance with the 

requirement during the regional superintendent's annual compliance visit and make 

recommendations for improvement. Provides that the failure by a school district or school to 

comply with the requirement shall result in a written warning for the first offense, and if the 

school district or school continues to fail to comply with the requirements, the school district or 

school shall face disciplinary action at the discretion of the regional superintendent. Requires the 

State Superintendent of Education to prepare and make available to all school boards 

instructional materials and professional development opportunities that may be used as 

guidelines for the development of a Latin American unit of study. Effective August 1, 2026. 

House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4397—Crawford. Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. 

Provides that "school psychologist" means a psychologist who, along with other qualifications, 

has graduated with a specialist degree, an equivalent degree with the completion of a minimum 

of 60 graduate semester hours, or a higher degree in school psychology (rather than a master's 

degree or higher degree in psychology or educational psychology) from an institution of higher 

learning and has had at least 1,200 clock hours of supervised experience (rather than one school 

year of full-time supervised experience) in the delivery of school psychological services. Makes 

changes to provide that school psychological services provided by qualified specialists who hold 

a Professional Educator License endorsed for school psychology may include, but are not limited 

to: (1) providing assessments; (2) creating and implementing prevention and intervention 

services that support student learning; (3) providing mental and behavioral health services; (4) 
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acting as liaisons between public schools and community agencies; (5) evaluating program 

effectiveness; (6) providing crisis prevention, response, and intervention within the school 

setting; (7) providing consultation and collaboration; (8) supervising school psychologist interns 

enrolled in school psychology programs; (9) screening school enrollments to identify children 

who should be referred for individual study; and (10) developing any other necessary programs 

and services. Provides that a school psychologist may not provide school psychological services 

outside of his or her employment to any student in any school district that employs the school 

psychologist. Makes other changes. House Elem. and Sec. Ed  Admin, Licensing, and Charter 

Schools.  

 

 

House Bill 4406—Haas. Amends the School Code. Provides for dyslexia screening guidelines 

and rules. Requires the State Board of Education to provide technical assistance for specific 

learning disabilities to school districts. Provides that, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, 

each school district must screen students in grades kindergarten through second for the risk 

factors of dyslexia using a universal screener. Sets forth what the screening must include. 

Provides for additional screening for a student who is determined to be at risk, or at some risk, 

for dyslexia to determine if the student has the characteristics of dyslexia. Requires the use of a 

multi-tiered system of support framework if screening indicates that a student has some risk 

factors for dyslexia or has the characteristics of dyslexia. Sets forth provisions concerning 

exceptions to screening, dyslexia intervention services, and reporting. Effective July 1, 2026. 

Filed with the clerk 1-13-2026. 

 

House Bill 4411—Dias. Amends the School Code. Requires, beginning with the 2027-2028 

school year, school boards to report specified data to the State Board of Education regarding 

computer science courses in schools maintaining any of grades kindergarten through 8. Requires 

the State Board to make the data publicly available. With respect to a Professional Educator 

License, provides that the State Board shall create an introductory content area endorsement for 

teaching computer science in grades 5 through 12 that allows licensed educators to teach 

introductory computer science courses. In provisions concerning required high school courses, 

provides that a computer science course (rather than an Advanced Placement computer science 

course) qualifies under the mathematics requirement. Requires each pupil entering the 9th grade 

beginning with the 2028-2029 school year to successfully complete one year of high school 

computer science and artificial intelligence as a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma, 

which may be taken in any of grades 7 through 12 and shall count toward the fulfillment of 

certain other high school graduation requirements. Requires the State Board to create guidelines 

for school districts. Provides that the computer science course requirement does not apply to a 

pupil transferring to a high school in this State from another state after the pupil's 11th grade 

year. Allows a school to enter into a cooperative resource sharing agreement to ensure that its 

students can enroll in a computer science course. Makes other changes. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4423—Chung. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. In a 

provision regarding endorsements on Professional Educator Licenses, provides for a special 

education endorsement in the area of deaf-hard of hearing with sign proficiency House Rules.  
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House Bill 4432—La Ha. Amends the School Code. Requires a school district's policy on sexual 

harassment to include a method for reporting instances of sexual harassment. Provides that the 

policy may not require that a report be made in a particular manner for a complaint to be 

considered formal or official for the purposes of initiating an investigation. Provides that under 

the policy, a school district employee who is found to have engaged in sexual harassment shall 

be subject to disciplinary action up to and including termination House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4440—Manley. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. Allows 

the State Superintendent of Education to issue a short-term approval for a paraprofessional 

educator to an individual who does not meet the requirements necessary for issuance of an 

Educator License with Stipulations with a paraprofessional educator endorsement. Provides that 

the short-term approval authorizes an individual to serve as a paraprofessional educator in a 

school district, including a charter school, or a State-operated program, with the short-term 

approval expiring on June 30 immediately following the third full fiscal year after the approval 

was issued without renewal. Provides that upon expiration of the short-term approval, the State 

Superintendent of Education shall issue an Educator License with Stipulations with a 

paraprofessional educator endorsement to the individual if the individual meets specified 

requirements.  House Rules.  

 

House Bill 4480-Mussman. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning sexual 

misconduct in schools, provides that guidelines established for certain situations and all available 

methods for how to report staff-student boundary violations within a school and to external 

agencies must be posted on the website, if any, of each school district, charter school, or 

nonpublic school and must be included in any staff, student, and (instead of or) parent handbook 

provided by the school district, charter school, or nonpublic school (instead of nonpublic, 

nonsectarian elementary or secondary school). In provisions concerning an employment history 

review, requires a job applicant to provide the name, address, telephone number, and other 

relevant contact information of the applicant's current employer only if the applicant has direct 

contact with children or students at the applicant's current employer. Provides that for a licensed 

substitute teacher who is seeking employment in more than one school district, a school district's 

regional office of education or intermediate service center may collect and share specified 

information and records. Provides that a regional office of education's or intermediate service 

center's participation in the employment history review shall be limited to collecting such 

information and records and sharing the information and records with the school district or 

school districts. Sets forth other provisions concerning a regional office of education's or 

intermediate service center's participation in the employment history review and how long the 

review remains valid. Makes corresponding changes. House Rules.  

 

 

House Bill 4503—Rosenthal. Amends the State Employees Group Insurance Act of 1971. 

Provides that, by no later than January 1, 2028, the Department of Central Management Services 

shall, by rule, establish a program to allow the active members of TRS and their dependent 

beneficiaries to participate in the program of group health benefits made available under the Act 

to TRS benefit recipients and TRS dependent beneficiaries, including the program of group 

health benefits for Medicare-primary members and their Medicare-primary dependents, in lieu of 

health benefits otherwise provided by the school district. Provides that the Department of Central 
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Management Services shall adopt any rules necessary to implement and administer the program, 

including, but not limited to, the manner of electing to participate in the program, eligibility for 

participation in the program, and contributions for coverage through the program. Effective 

immediately. Filed with the Clerk—January 20, 2026. 

 

House Bill 4536—Mussman. Amends the Regional Superintendent of Schools Article of the 

School Code. With respect to the requirement that institutes provide instruction on trauma-

informed practices and include the definitions of trauma, trauma-responsive learning 

environments, and whole child before the first student attendance day of each school year, makes 

changes to the definitions of "trauma" and "trauma-responsive learning environments". Defines 

"trauma-informed practices" to include awareness of populations for whom trauma may be 

ongoing, relational, and developmentally expressed over time. Effective immediately. Filed with 

the clerk -1-22-2026. 

 

House Bill 4577—Dias.  

Amends the School Code regarding the establishment of kindergartens. With respect to a provision 
stating that kindergarten should provide opportunities for play-based learning, defines: (1) "play-based 
learning" as either guided play or student-initiated play; (2) "guided play" as intentional teacher-
directed play with activities set up and led by a teacher that are aligned to learning goals or standards; 
and (3) "student-initiated play" as child-selected opportunities to build, pretend, create, move, or 
explore in an environment intentionally curated by a teacher to align with learning goals or standards. 

Filed with the clerk 1-23-2026. 

 

House Bill 4581—Mussman. Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. 

Provides that, by January 1, 2027, the State Board of Education, in consultation with the State's 

Work Incentives Planning and Assistance program, shall establish an efficient process by which 

information about the Work Incentives Planning and Assistance program is disseminated 

through the State Board to students, parents and guardians, transition planning and services 

coordinators at school districts, special education joint agreements, and other relevant 

educational agencies. Effective immediately. 

Filed with the clerk 1-23-2026. 

 

House Bill 4582—Mussman. Amends the School Code. In a provision concerning twice-

exceptional children, changes references from "children" to "students" and defines "twice-

exceptional student". Provides that in the development of an individualized education program 

(IEP) or federal Section 504 plan for a twice-exceptional student, if the student's ability or 

achievement indicates that the student would benefit from advanced academic programs, then 

those abilities or achievement levels shall be recognized and addressed in the student's IEP or 

Section 504 plan and be reflected in the individualized services, goals, accommodations, and 

objectives for the student, while continuing to provide appropriate services and support for the 

student's disabilities in all educational settings. Sets forth what the services, goals, objectives, 

accommodations, and best practices for identifying and addressing the educational and related 

needs of a twice-exceptional student may include. Effective immediately. Filed with the Clerk 

1-23-2026.  
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House Bill 4631—Swanson. Amends the Higher Education Student Assistance Act. With 

respect to special education teacher scholarships, provides that up to 50 additional scholarships 

may be awarded each year to persons who qualify, subject to appropriation to the Illinois 

Student Assistance Commission for this purpose. Filed with the Clerk 1-27-2026. 

  

House Bill 4634—Swanson. Appropriates $1,000,000 to the Illinois Student Assistance 

Commission to fund the Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver Program and make grants to 

reimburse universities for unfunded liabilities related to the Program. Effective July 1, 2026 

Filed with the Clerk 1-27-2026. 

 

House Bill 4666—Mussman. Amends the School Code. Requires every voting member of a 

school board of a school district (other than the Chicago school district) to complete a minimum 

of 4 hours of professional development and leadership training within the first year of every 

elected term (rather than within the first year of his or her first term). Provides that in addition to 

training, every voting member of a school board shall, within the first year of every elected term, 

tour any affiliated education buildings that a student may attend while under the direction of the 

school district. Effective July 1, 2027. Filed with the clerk 1-28-26.  

 

House Bill 4674—West II. Amends the School Code. Requires a policy on bullying to establish 

escalating interventions for students who engage in known, pervasive, and persistent bullying. 

Provides that in the event of the death by suicide of a student enrolled in a school district, the 

school district shall initiate a complete and transparent investigation to determine whether 

bullying or harassment related to the educational environment played a contributing role; sets 

forth investigation requirements. Requires the school district, upon completion of the 

investigation, to prepare a written investigative report summarizing findings, conclusions, and 

recommended corrective actions; sets forth report requirements. Allows the State Board of 

Education to review the report for compliance and to require a corrective action plan or an 

additional review if deficiencies are identified. Filed with the Clerk 1-29-2026. 

 

House Bill 4688—Hirschauer. Amends the Employment of Teachers Article of the School Code. 

Provides that in fixing the salaries of employees, a school board or the governing board of a joint 

agreement shall pay to employees an hourly rate of not less than (i) $20 for the 2027-2028 school 

year, (ii) $21 for the 2028-2029 school year, and (iii) $22 for the 2029-2030 school year. 

Provides that the minimum hourly rate for each school year thereafter shall equal the minimum 

salary rate for the previous school year increased by a percentage equal to the percentage 

increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for all items published by 

the United States Department of Labor for the previous school year. Provides that "employee" 

means any employee of a school district or joint agreement who provides educational support 

services to the district or joint agreement, including, but not limited to, custodial employees, 

transportation employees, food service providers, classroom assistants, administrative staff, or 

paraprofessional educators. Provides that an employee's salary shall include any amount paid by 

the school district or joint agreement on behalf of the employee, as employee contributions, to 

the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund. Effective immediately. Filed with the Clerk 1-29-2026. 

 

House Bill 4697—Roho. Amends the School Code. Requires each school district maintaining 

any elementary grades to provide its public school pupils enrolled in kindergarten through grade 
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8 with age-appropriate, active-transportation safety training. Sets forth the requirements for the 

active-transportation safety training. Allows a nonpublic school maintaining any elementary 

grades to provide its nonpublic school pupils enrolled in kindergarten through grade 8 with 

active-transportation safety training. Establishes timing requirements for receiving active-

transportation safety training for students who have not previously received active-transportation 

safety training. Requires the Secretary of Transportation to maintain a comprehensive collection 

of active-transportation safety training materials. Makes other changes. Filed with clerk 

1/29/2026. 

 

House Bill 4713—Ammons. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. 

Provides that the State Board of Education, in consultation with the State Educator Preparation 

and Licensure Board, shall create an introductory content area endorsement for computer science 

that allows individuals with a Professional Educator License to teach introductory computer 

science courses in grades 5 through 12. Provides that the endorsement shall require no more than 

8 credit hours of graduate-level preparation that includes instruction in introductory computer 

science concepts and computer science pedagogy. Allows an individual with a Professional 

Educator License seeking the endorsement to substitute a State Board-approved, one-week, 

professional development program in introductory high school computer science education for 4 

credit hours of the graduate-level preparation in introductory computer science concepts. 

Provides that the one-week, professional development program may count as 4 credit hours of 

the graduate-level preparation. Allows an individual with an Educator License with Stipulations 

with a paraprofessional educator endorsement who completes the 8 credit hours of graduate-level 

preparation to count those credit hours toward completion of the requirements for a Professional 

Educator License with a computer science endorsement. Filed with the Clerk 1-30-2026. 

 

House Bill 4739—Lilly. Amends the School Code. Provides that, subject to appropriation, the 

State Board of Education, in consultation with the Department of Public Health, shall develop an 

educational document explaining, at a minimum, the values of good indoor air quality and shall 

supply the document to school districts. Provides that, subject to funding from the State Board, a 

school district shall ensure that all active classrooms are equipped with an air quality monitor. 

Filed with the Clerk 2-2-26. 

 

House Bill 4780—Mussman. Amends the Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities Act. 

Changes the name of the Illinois School for the Visually Impaired to the Illinois School for the 

Blind. Makes conforming changes to the Personnel Code, the School Code, the School Safety 

Drill Act, the Illinois Educational Labor Relations Act, and the MRSA Prevention, Control, and 

Reporting Act. Filed 2-2-2026.  

 

House Bill 4788—Hirschhauer. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. In 

provisions requiring secondary schools to include training on how to properly administer 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation in their curriculum, provides that, beginning with the 2028-2029 

school year, cardiopulmonary resuscitation training shall include a minimum of one female 

manikin for every 2 male manikins through the attainment of female manikins or the attainment 

of chest covers for existing manikins. Provides that whenever manikins are in use for practice or 

instruction, both male and female manikins shall be present. Filed with the Clerk—2-2-2026. 
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House Bill 4792—Dias.  Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. In a 

provision regarding the Illinois Teaching Excellence Program, changes the definition of "hard-

to-staff school" to mean a public school that either (i) is identified as hard-to-staff based on data 

reported on its school report card or (ii) does not have a school report card but serves a student 

population in which 30% or more of the student enrollment is considered low-income as 

determined by the State Board of Education using available enrollment or funding data, and 

provides that the State Board may not deny a National Board certified teacher a retention bonus 

solely because the public school at which the teacher is employed does not have a school report 

card. Filed with the clerk2-2-2026.  

 

House Bill 4795—Dias. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. Provides 

that a National Board certification-early childhood generalist endorsement on an Educator 

License with Stipulations may be issued to an applicant who holds a valid Early Childhood 

Generalist certificate issued by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. Provides 

that the endorsement holder is deemed qualified and authorized to provide instruction in early 

childhood education programs and is deemed to meet or exceed all early childhood instructional 

competency requirements established by the State Board for pre-kindergarten instruction. 

Filed with the Clerk 2-2-26.  

 

House Bill 4806—Johnson. Amends the State Board of Education Article of the School Code. 

Provides that, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, the State Board of Education shall 

award competitive grants on an annual basis to school districts and other educational units that 

have school social work interns to assist those school districts and other educational units in the 

funding of school social work internships approved by the interns' educator preparation programs 

by providing stipends. Sets forth the stipend amount. Provides that the State Board of Education 

shall annually disseminate to school districts and other educational units that have school social 

work interns a request for applications for grants. Provides that grant applications shall be 

accepted on an annual basis. Provides that the State Board of Education shall establish 

procedures for submitting requests for stipends and issuing funds to approved applicants. 

Provides for prioritizing grants if an appropriation is insufficient to fund all applications for 

grants. Provides that for any school year in which grants are awarded, the State Board of 

Education shall produce a report on the awarding of grants, in cooperation with the school 

districts and educational units that are awarded grants. Sets forth requirements for the report. 

Provides that the report shall be posted on the State Board of Education's Internet website each 

school year in which grants are awarded. Amends the Board of Higher Education Act. Provides 

that the Board of Higher Education shall establish and administer a grant program to support the 

field placement of social workers. Provides that the Board shall distribute the funds appropriated 

for this purpose in the form of grants to public or nonpublic institutions of higher education to 

expand opportunities for students who are intending to become social workers and to assist 

students in pursuing social-work related field placements, internships, and other work 

opportunities. Sets forth other requirements concerning the operation of the grant program. 

Effective immediately. Filed with the Clerk 2-2-26.  

 

House Bill 4811-Jimenez.  Amends the School Code. Prohibits a public high school from having 

a start time earlier than 8:30 a.m. House Rules. 
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House Bill-4862--Rohr. 

Amends the School Code. Requires the State Board of Education to publish on its website links 

to resources, self-assessments, and best practices for educators and local policymakers to prevent 

and address secondary traumatic stress in the workforce. Provides that, by January 1, 2028, each 

school district must adopt policies and procedures that incorporate the following elements: (1) a 

commitment to support mental health in the workplace; (2) the establishment of a district-wide 

workforce mental health committee; (3) regular assessment of district-level and school-level 

implementation of the policies and procedures that includes input from the workforce; and (4) 

the provision of appropriate resources and training to schools and staff for continuous 

improvement. Provides for amending and reviewing policies and procedures. House Rules. 

 

House Bill 4863—Rohr. Amends the Illinois Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology 

Practice Act. Provides that, at a minimum, the rules of the Department of Financial and 

Professional Regulation regarding continuing education shall permit continuing education credits 

to be earned for: (1) verified attendance at lectures and scheduled courses or workshops at local, 

regional, national, or international conferences concerning speech-language pathology, 

audiology, or related disciplines if the lectures, scheduled courses, or workshops meet the criteria 

set forth in the Illinois Administrative Code; (2) verified attendance at lectures, workshops, or in-

service programs concerning speech-language pathology, audiology, or related disciplines if the 

lectures, workshops, or in-service programs meet the criteria set forth in the Illinois 

Administrative Code; and (3) presentation before an audience of speech-language pathologists, 

audiologists, or related professionals at lectures, workshops, or in-service programs concerning 

speech-language pathology, audiology, or related disciplines if the lectures, workshops, or in-

service programs meet the criteria set forth in the Illinois Administrative Code. House Rules. 

 

House  

Bill 4880—Ugaste. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning State goals and 

assessment, provides that a student may not be considered proficient in mathematics or English 

language arts with a score on the Illinois Assessment of Readiness that is lower than 750/850, 

nor may a student be considered proficient in science with a score on the Illinois Science 

Assessment that is lower than 812/850. Provides that for the assessment administered by the 

State Board of Education for the purpose of student application to or admission consideration by 

an institution of higher education, a student may not be considered proficient in mathematics 

with a score that is lower than 22 on the ACT or its recognized equivalent, nor may a student be 

considered proficient in English language arts with a score that is lower than 42 on the ACT or 

its recognized equivalent. Effective immediately.  House  

Rules.   

 

House Bill 4926. Amends the School Code. Provides that a school district, other than the 

Chicago school district, shall employ a sufficient number of school counselors to maintain a 

student-counselor ratio of 150 to 1 (rather than allowing the school district to employ a sufficient 

number of school counselors to maintain the national and State recommended student-counselor 

ratio of 250 to 1). Requires the Chicago Board of Education to employ a sufficient number of 

licensed school counselors to maintain a student-counselor ratio of 100 to 1 (rather than 

encouraging the board to employ a sufficient number of licensed school counselors to maintain a 

student/counselor ratio of 250 to 1). 
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House Elem. and Sc. Ed. Adm., Licensing, and Charter Schools.   

 

House Bill 4945—Mason. Amends the School Code. Provides that the State Board of Education 

may provide statewide guidance to school districts concerning a workforce development 

curriculum or programming or both that can be adopted at the school district, school, or 

classroom level and that provides best practices for teaching artificial intelligence, quantum 

computing, and other types of rapidly growing technologies as deemed necessary, in a manner 

that prepares students for workforce, job, and career competencies in the future and informs 

students of new or growing job or career opportunities in these new fields. Provides that the State 

Board shall prepare a comprehensive review of any workforce development preparation 

curriculum and programming specifically designed around technology implemented or 

considered in other states through other state actions, policies, pilot programs, or school-based 

programs implemented or tested on a statewide or school-district basis. Provides that the State 

Superintendent of Education may convene meetings with stakeholders from the public or private 

sector in preparing the guidance and may allow for the submission of public comments from 

individuals, organizations, or other entities prior to finalizing the prepared guidance. House 

Rules. 

 

House Bill 4997—Gabel. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. Provides 

that school districts shall (rather than may) provide instruction in parenting education for grades 

6 through 12 and include such instruction in the courses of study regularly taught therein. 

Provides that school districts shall (rather than may) give regular school credit for satisfactory 

completion by the student of parenting education courses. Makes related changes. House Rules. 

 

House Bill 5050—Hirschauer. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. 

Provides the additional requirement of successfully completing at least one foundational course 

on English learners for a person to be issued a Professional Educator License. Effective January 

1, 2028.  House Rules. 

 

House Bill 5063—Ortiz. Amends the Charter Schools Law of the School Code. Provides that 

upon approval of a charter renewal by an authorizer, the charter operator shall execute the 

renewal agreement no later than 90 days after the date of the authorizer's final renewal approval. 

Provides that a charter school that is deemed nonrenewed is ineligible to receive any payments 

from a school district. Provides that a charter operator that fails to execute a renewal agreement 

within a specified period may not continue to operate the charter school beyond the expiration of 

the existing charter term and is subject to closure procedures. Requires every charter operator to 

maintain closure security. Provides that failure to maintain closure security is a basis for the 

authorizer to withhold a portion of per-pupil payments until compliance is achieved and for 

consideration in denying a charter renewal or revoking the charter or ineligibility to operate 

additional charter campuses. Provides that if the closure security is insufficient to cover the costs 

of a closure event, the authorizer or the State Board of Education may bring a civil action against 

the charter operator to recover the unpaid amounts and seek to impose a lien on any property 

owned by the charter operator to secure recovery. Provides that if an authorizer determines that a 

charter school is in financial distress, the authorizer may require the charter operator to submit a 

financial remediation plan within 30 days. Provides that if the authorizer determines that the 

charter school has failed to implement an approved remediation plan or the financial distress 



 16 

presents an immediate risk to students, employees, or public funds, the authorizer may initiate 

financial intervention by appointing an independent fiscal manager approved by the authorizer 

and the State Board. Allows the fiscal manager to exercise authority limited to financial matters. 

Provides that financial intervention is temporary and may not exceed 180 days, except that the 

authorizer may extend the intervention once for good cause. Makes other changes. Effective 

immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5066—Tarver II. Creates the Social Media Age Restriction Act. Provides that an 

operator of a social media platform shall take reasonable steps, including the implementation of 

an age assurance system, to prevent a child from creating or maintaining an account on the social 

media platform. Provides that an operator may enter into an agreement with application 

distribution services or device manufacturers to allow for user information to be shared for age 

assurance purposes. Provides that the provision does not apply to a parent or guardian who 

allows a child to use an account held by the parent or guardian. Sets forth provisions concerning 

a 30-day cure period and civil penalties. Provides that an operator shall have 180 days after the 

effective date of the Act to comply with the requirements of the Act. Effective immediately. 

House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5074—Tarver II. Amends the Charter Schools Law of the School Code. Provides that 

the principal metric a school board shall consider for a charter renewal must be academic 

achievement. Provides that the school board shall grant a renewal term of no fewer than 5 years 

if the charter's average annual summative designation over the term of the charter is in the top 3 

summative designations on the State report card. Provides that nothing in these provisions limits 

an authorizer's authority to impose conditions or corrective actions as required by law, but the 

renewal term for a charter school meeting a school board's academic criteria may not be fewer 

than 5 years.  House Rules. 

 

House Bill 5082—Ryan. Appropriates $10,000,000 from the Lead Poisoning Screening, 

Prevention, and Abatement Fund and $90,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the 

Environmental Protection Agency for grants to municipalities to replace lead service lines. 

Effective July 1, 2026. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5097—Guerrero-Cuellar. Amends the Charter Schools Law of the School Code. 

Allows the State Board of Education to withhold from each charter school it authorizes up to an 

additional 3% of the revenue provided to the school as an administrative fee for the purpose of 

conducting administrative duties related to the administration of the charter school contract, 

oversight, or authorizing services. Provides that for a charter school authorized by a school 

board, any amount of agreed funding withheld by the school board as an administrative fee for 

the purpose of conducting administrative duties related to the administration of the charter school 

contract, oversight, or authorizing services may not exceed 3% of agreed funding and the amount 

withheld may not result in the charter school receiving less than the required minimum funding 

level. Sets forth allowable uses for the administrative fee. Provides that any portion of the 

administrative fee that is not expended on allowable uses during the fiscal year shall be returned 

to the charter school. Requires the school board to provide an annual public accounting to the 

charter school and to the State Board detailing the amount collected as an administrative fee, the 
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allowable uses funded from the fee, and the amount returned from any unexpended fee funds.  

House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5107—Syed. Amends the School Safety Drill Act. Requires school districts and 

private schools to consider the use of a mobile panic alert system in the development of their 

school emergency and crisis response plans. Requires the State Board of Education, in 

consultation with the Illinois State Police and the Illinois Emergency Management Agency and 

Office of Homeland Security, to develop standards for a mobile panic alert system. Creates the 

Mobile Panic Alert System Grant Fund. Makes a conforming change in the State Finance Act. 

House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5113—Syed. Amends the School Code. Requires the State Board of Education to 

establish an Artificial-Intelligence Use in Education Commission to collect information and 

submit recommendations relative to best educational practices and policies for smartphone and 

artificial-intelligence use in schools and compile research and collaborate to learn more on what 

recommendations are most effective for student-learning outcomes. Sets forth the Commission's 

membership, meetings, responsibilities, and support and reporting requirements. Repeals the 

provisions on January 1, 2030. Effective January 1, 2027. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5162—Mason. Amends the Charter Schools Law of the School Code. Provides that a 

charter school's failure to adequately address racial, socioeconomic, or educational disparities 

between a school district and the charter school or failure to align the charter mission and vision 

to a school board's mission and vision are both reasons for the school board or State Board of 

Education, as the chartering entity, to revoke or not renew a charter. Effective immediately. 

House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5171—Dias.  Amends the Behavior Analyst Licensing Act. Adds an occupational 

therapist to the individuals that the Act does not prohibit from performing or advertising 

activities that are considered to be the practice of applied behavior analysis under the Act. In 

provisions concerning unlicensed practice, provides that any member, partner, shareholder, 

director, officer, holder of any other ownership interest, or agent of a business organization 

providing behavior analysis services who makes clinical decisions regarding patient care without 

being licensed or exempt under the Act shall be deemed to have violated the provisions. Repeals 

a provision concerning license restrictions and limitations. Amends the Professional Service 

Corporation Act. Adds the practice of applied behavior analysis by persons licensed under the 

Behavior Analyst Licensing Act to the list of personal services that, when combined, constitute 

"related professions" and "related professional services". Amends the Professional Limited 

Liability Company Act. Adds the practice of applied behavior analysis by behavior analysts and 

assistant behavior analysts licensed under the Behavior Analyst Licensing Act to the list of 

professional services that may be combined under a single professional limited liability 

company. Makes other changes. Effective immediately. House Rules. 

 

 

House Bill-5216. Stuart. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code with respect 

to the Illinois Teaching Excellence Program. Provides that a maximum of $2,000 (rather than 

$1,000) shall be given as monetary assistance and incentives toward the National Board for 



 18 

Professional Teaching standards' renewal application fee. Removes other monetary assistance 

and incentives. Provides that the State Board of Education shall provide an annual stipend of 

$4,000 for up to 5 years to teachers who hold current National Board for Professional Teacher 

Standards certification. Provides that to receive the $4,000 annual stipend, the National Board 

certified teacher must be employed as a public school teacher and must hold a valid National 

Board for Professional Teacher Standards certificate throughout each year of the stipend. 

Provides that if there are adequate funds available, mentoring programming must be made 

available to support qualified educators in their pursuit of National Board certification. Sets forth 

specific incentives, and provides that funds may also be used for (i) professional development 

training provided by National Board certified teachers or (ii) instructional leadership training for 

qualified educators interested in supporting implementation of the Illinois Learning Standards or 

teaching and learning priorities of the State Board of Education or both. Provides that the 

selection of teachers who hold both a National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

designation and a current corresponding certificate issued by the National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards shall be encouraged for other mentoring programs. House Rules.  

 

 

House Bi 5225—Manley. Amends the Illinois Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology 

Practice Act. Allows a speech-language pathologist to diagnose autism spectrum disorders if: (1) 

the child is under 3 years of age; and (2) the speech-language pathologist is trained in autism 

diagnostic evaluation methods as part of the curriculum of an approved program, through 

worksite training, or through continuing education. Provides that if a diagnosis requires a plan of 

care that includes elements that are outside the scope of practice of a speech-language 

pathologist, the speech-language pathologist must refer the patient to the appropriate medical 

personnel for further evaluation or management. Makes conforming changes in the Medical 

Assistance Article of the Illinois Public Aid Code, and provisions of the Illinois Insurance Code 

concerning autism spectrum disorders. Effective July 1, 2027.  House Rules.  

 

 

House Bill-5321—Stuart. Amends the Employment of Teachers Article of the School Code. 

Provides that beginning with continuing education coursework commenced on or after July 1, 

2026, a school district, special education cooperative, or other public educational employer may 

recognize graduate-level continuing education coursework for purposes of salary advancement or 

lane changes only if the continuing education coursework meets specified requirements. Provides 

that nothing in the provisions impairs the ability of the parties to a collective bargaining 

agreement to negotiate salary schedules or compensation structures, as long as any graduate-

level continuing education coursework recognized for salary advancement or lane changes 

complies with those specified requirements. Allows the State Board of Education, in consultation 

with the Board of Higher Education, to adopt rules as necessary to implement the provisions. 

Effective July 1, 2026 House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5397—Didech.   

Amends the School Code. Establishes within the State Board of Education the shortage differential 
salary incentive program to support licensed teachers who provide instruction in special education and 
hard-to-staff locations. Sets forth the various shortage differential grants under the program based on 
specified criteria. Provides that teachers who receive an annual shortage differential grant for being 
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assigned to a position in a hard-to-staff location shall be assigned to a position in: (1) a complex area 
identified as a hard-to-staff location by a school district; (2) a complex area whose rate of teachers who 
have completed a State-approved educator preparation program has been below this State's average 
rate of teachers who have completed a State-approved educator preparation program for the last 3 
years; (3) a geographically isolated complex area; or (4) a complex area whose combined number of 
vacant teaching positions and emergency hires was higher than 10% in the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 
school years. House Rules.  
 
House Bi 5398—Didech. 

Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. In the provisions concerning 

disability history and awareness, requires a school district to also provide instruction on 

disability awareness and inclusion education. Provides that the instruction on disability history 

and awareness shall include: (1) grade-appropriate content on understanding different 

disabilities and accessible practices; (2) peer inclusion training and collaborative classroom 

projects promoting interaction between students with and without disabilities; (3) hands-on 

workshops; (4) school-wide programming during March; and (5) recognition systems for 

students, classes, and schools demonstrating exemplary inclusion practices. House Rules.  

 

 

 

House Bill 5409—Will Davis. Amends the School Code. Provides that all mandated categorical 

programs under the Code and the School Breakfast and Lunch Program Act shall be funded at 

100% of their required levels as calculated by the State Board of Education, without proration. 

Provides that, beginning with Fiscal Year 2027, the General Assembly shall appropriate funds 

for each fiscal year sufficient to fully reimburse school districts for all services and costs under 

mandated categorical programs, as required under the Code. Requires the State Board to 

annually provide to the General Assembly, no later than May 1 of each year, the appropriation 

levels needed to fully fund mandated categorical grant funding for the upcoming fiscal year. 

With respect to the evidence-based funding formula, provides that the State shall increase annual 

new State funds to ensure full funding of the formula beginning with Fiscal Year 2027. Requires 

the State Board to annually determine and report the amount necessary to bring all Tier 1 and 

Tier 2 organizational units to 100% of their adequacy targets, and requires the General Assembly 

to appropriate sufficient funds to meet this requirement no later than Fiscal Year 2027. Provides 

that no organizational unit may receive less than the amount determined under the formula in any 

fiscal year. Effective immediately. 

House Rules. 

 

House Bill 5423—Davis. Amends the School Code. With regard to a school report card, 

beginning with the October 2026 report card, each school district must report to the State Board 

of Education on or before October 1 each year, the total student capacity for each school in the 

school district. Effective immediately. House Rules.  

 

House Bill 5447—Davidsmeyer. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning a school 

board's suspension or expulsion of pupils, provides that a student who is determined to have 

initiated sexual activity with another individual without that individual's consent, a sexual 

assault, or an attempted sexual assault at a school, a school-sponsored activity or event, or an 
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activity or event that bears a reasonable relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of 

not less than one year. Provides that (i) a student initiates sexual activity with another individual 

without that individual's consent if the student uses force or a threat of force to make the other 

individual perform a nonconsensual sexual act; (ii) a student initiates a sexual assault if the 

student commits an act of sexual penetration and uses force or a threat of force; and (iii) a 

student initiates an attempted sexual assault if, with the intent to commit a sexual assault, the 

student commits an act that constitutes a substantial step toward the commission of a sexual 

assault. Allows the expulsion requirement to be modified by the superintendent of the school 

district and the superintendent's determination to be modified by the school board on a case-by-

case basis. Provides that the expulsion shall be construed in a manner consistent with the federal 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and a student who is subject to expulsion may be 

eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program. Effective immediately. House Rules. 

 

House Bill 5460—Lilly.  Amends the Higher Education Student Assistance Act. Provides that 

the Post-Master of Social Work School Social Work Professional Educator License scholarships 

may also be known as School Social Work scholarships. Includes, as a qualified applicant 

subject to meeting the other requirements, (i) a person who is pursuing a clinical social work 

license or social work license and (ii) a person who will obtain a master's degree in social work 

from an approved program before enrolling the academic program that the scholarship would 

support. Allows scholarships to be applied to the payment of tuition and mandatory fees at a 

private, not-for-profit institution of higher education in the State that prepares students to obtain 

an Illinois Professional Educator License with an endorsement in School Social Work. Provides 

that a scholarship for a recipient attending a private, not-for-profit institution shall not exceed the 

maximum grant payable to a student enrolled in the most expensive comparable program of 

study at a public university in the State. Effective July 1, 2026. House Rules. 

 

House Rules 5488—Dias.  Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. 

Allows the parent or guardian of a student or a student if the student is at least 18 years of age or 

emancipated to request an impartial, federal Section 504 due-process hearing. Within 3 business 

days after receipt of the request, requires a school district, special education joint agreement, or 

other educational entity to appoint a qualified, impartial hearing officer and to notify the hearing 

officer of the appointment. Requires a hearing officer to disclose any actual or potential conflict 

of interest to the parties. Sets forth requirements for the request, the notification of a hearing 

officer appointment, the response to complaints, and amendments to hearing requests. Sets forth 

the responsibilities of the hearing officer and the hearing procedures. Sets forth the qualification 

requirements to be a hearing officer. Requires the State Board of Education to create a training 

module for hearing officers, conduct the training, and determine whether an individual is 

appropriately qualified. Provides that the provisions apply to all Section 504 impartial due-

process hearings requested after January 1, 2027 in cases regarding the identification, evaluation, 

eligibility, accommodations, or educational placement of a student who, because of a disability, 

is in need of or is believed to be in need of accommodations or services from a school district, 

special education joint agreement, or other educational entity. Provides that nothing in the 

provisions may be construed to require a party in a Section 504 complaint to exhaust 

administrative remedies prior to commencing a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction.  

House Rules. 
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House Bill 5510—Syed.   

Amends the Student Online Personal Protection Act. Provides that a student, school, or parent that has 
been injured or aggrieved by a violation of the Act may bring an action in a court of competent 
jurisdiction against the person or entity that violated the Act. Specifies that the provisions establishing 
a private right of action do not limit the Attorney General's enforcement authority under the Act. 
House Rules.  
 

House Bill—5551- Mussman. Amends the School Code. Provides that certain provisions 

concerning the recomputation and adjustment of a school district claim for general State aid or 

evidence-based funding shall end with Fiscal Year 2026. Provides that when a child from an 

orphanage, foster family home, other State agency, children's home, or State residential unit 

eligible for special education services is placed in a separate public day school, that school shall 

meet the programmatic requirements and regulations for separate public day schools. Provides 

that any funds appropriated for the Illinois Teaching Excellence Program must be used, among 

other purposes, for indirect costs necessary for Program operation. Provides that an annual 

retention bonus of up to $4,000 (rather than $4,000) per year for 2 consecutive years shall be 

awarded to National Board certified teachers employed in hard-to-staff schools and such funds 

must be disbursed equally on an annual basis among all qualified educators (rather than on a 

first-come, first-served basis). Makes other changes. Effective immediately. 
 House Rules. 

 

 

House Bill 5609—Weaver. Amends the School Code. Provides that a request for part-time 

attendance may (rather than must) be submitted by the nonpublic school parents (rather than the 

nonpublic school principal) to the public school at any time (rather than before May 1). Provides 

that the school district that the student attends part-time shall receive State funding for the pupil's 

participation in the public school course or program. Provides that a part-time student shall not 

be required to pay fees for the part-time student's enrollment or participation in any public school 

program or course, except to the extent that a full-time student is required to pay the same fees. 

Allows the parent or guardian of a child of school age who is enrolled in a nonpublic school to 

enroll the child in any public school in the child's district of residence on a part-time basis for 

interscholastic extracurricular activities. Prohibits a local school board from discriminating 

against a child seeking enrollment in interscholastic extracurricular activities at a public school 

based on where the child attends school. Provides that a part-time student may participate in any 

interscholastic extracurricular activity available at the public school, subject to meeting the same 

eligibility requirements, responsibilities, and standards of behavior and performance as a resident 

student. Provides that a part-time student who participates in an interscholastic extracurricular 

activity shall pay any participating or activity fee in an amount equal to the fee charged to a full-

time public school participant. Authorizes the State Board of Education to adopt rules to 

implement the provisions. House Rules. 

 

 

Senate Bill 2—Martwick..Amends the Illinois Pension Code. Makes changes to Tier 2 benefits, 

including changing the amount of the automatic annual increase to 3% of the originally granted 

retirement annuity or 3% of the retirement annuity then being paid for the General Assembly and 

Judges Articles, changing the limit on the amount of salary for annuity purposes to the Social 
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Security wage base, changing the calculation of final average salary to the Tier 1 calculation for 

persons who are active members on or after January 1, 2026, and changing the retirement age. 

Establishes an accelerated pension benefit payment option for the General Assembly, Chicago 

Teachers, and Judges Articles of the Code. Provides that, with regard to persons subject to the 

Tier 2 provisions, a security employee of the Department of Human Services, a security 

employee of the Department of Corrections or the Department of Juvenile Justice, an investigator 

for the Department of the Lottery, or a State highway worker is entitled to an annuity calculated 

under the alternative retirement annuity provisions of the State Employee Article of the Code. 

Authorizes the conversion of service to eligible creditable service. Provides that the Retirement 

Systems Reciprocal Act (Article 20 of the Code) is adopted and made a part of the Downstate 

Police, Downstate Firefighter, Chicago Police, and Chicago Firefighter Articles. Authorizes 

SLEP status under the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund for a person who is a county 

correctional officer or probation officer and for a person who participates in IMRF and qualifies 

as a firefighter under the Public Safety Employee Benefits Act. In the Downstate Firefighter 

Article, includes a de facto firefighter in the definition of "firefighter". Defines "de facto 

firefighter". Provides that the monthly pension of a firefighter who is receiving a disability 

pension shall be increased at the rate of 3% of the original monthly pension. Makes changes to 

the minimum retirement annuity payable to a firefighter with 20 or more years of creditable 

service, the minimum disability pension, and the minimum surviving spouse's pension. Makes 

other changes. Amends the State Mandates Act to require implementation without 

reimbursement by the State. Effective immediately 

 

Senate Bill 2676—Preston. Amends the School Code. Provides that, beginning with the 2026-

2027 school year, the cursive writing instruction offered by public elementary schools must be 

offered to students in grades 3 through 5 (rather than requiring school districts to determine at 

what grade level or levels students are to be offered cursive writing, provided that such 

instruction must be offered before students complete grade 5). Senate Assignments.  

 

 

Senate Bill 2728—Preston. Creates the Mobile Panic Alert System Act. Provides that the Act 

may be referred to as Alyssa's Law. Requires, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, each 

public school to implement a mobile panic alert system capable of connecting diverse emergency 

services technologies to ensure real-time coordination between multiple first responder agencies. 

Allows a school district to implement additional strategies or systems to ensure real-time 

coordination between multiple first responder agencies in a school security emergency. Sets forth 

provisions requiring a competitive contract solicitation. Subject to appropriation, requires the 

State Board of Education to establish and administer a Mobile Panic Alert System Grant 

Program for the purpose of issuing grants to reimburse school districts for the cost of mobile 

panic alert systems from moneys appropriated from the Mobile Panic Alert System Grant Fund. 

Amends the State Finance Act and the School Code to make conforming changes. Effective 

January 1, 2026. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 2761—D. Turner. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning in-service 

training programs for teachers, administrators, and school support personnel, provides that the 

training regarding health conditions of students shall include the proper handling of service 

animals in the school setting and the instruction on the federal Americans with Disabilities Act, 
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as it pertains to the school environment, shall include the proper handling of service animals, the 

rights of students who use service animals, and appropriate interactions with service animals. 

Senate Assignments.  

 

 

Senate Bill 2773—Cappel. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. Allows 

the State Superintendent of Education to issue a short-term approval for a paraprofessional 

educator to an individual who does not meet the requirements necessary for issuance of an 

Educator License with Stipulations with a paraprofessional educator endorsement. Provides that 

the short-term approval authorizes an individual to serve as a paraprofessional educator in a 

school district, including a charter school, or a State-operated program, with the short-term 

approval expiring on June 30 immediately following the third full fiscal year after the approval 

was issued without renewal. Provides that upon expiration of the short-term approval, the State 

Superintendent of Education shall issue an Educator License with Stipulations with a 

paraprofessional educator endorsement to the individual if the individual meets specified 

requirements. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2788—Hills. Amends the School Code. Requires, subject to appropriation, the State 

Board of Education, in consultation with the Illinois Law Enforcement Training Standards 

Board, to establish the School Resource Officer Grant Program to fund salaries and any other 

costs associated with the hiring of an active law enforcement officer as a school resource officer. 

Provides that eligible entities are schools or school districts that have hired an active law 

enforcement officer as a school resource officer and the law enforcement agency or agencies that 

a school or school district has an intergovernmental agreement with to employ a school resource 

officer. Provides that any funds distributed to an eligible entity under the Program shall be 

equally distributed between the eligible entities in an intergovernmental agreement to employ a 

school resource officer. Allows the State Board of Education, in consultation with the Illinois 

Law Enforcement Training Standards Board, to adopt rules as needed for the Program's 

implementation and the distribution of grants. Makes a conforming change. 

 

SB 2793—Hilton. Amends the School Code. Provides that the regional superintendent of schools 

for Regional Office of Education 19, the regional superintendent of schools for Regional Office 

of Education 31, and the regional superintendent of schools for Regional Office of Education 56 

shall jointly conduct a comprehensive study evaluating the feasibility of reorganizing school 

districts within their educational service regions into unit school districts. Sets forth the 

components and requirements of the study. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 2821—Bakema.  Amends the School Code. Provides that the school board of each 

school district shall report for each of the school district's schools specified information 

regarding learning materials and activities used for student instruction in a prominent location on 

the school district's website. Requires a school board to provide updated information on the 

school district's website by January 1 and August 1 of each year and more frequently as the 

school board deems appropriate. Provides that nothing may be construed to require: (1) the 

publication of a digital reproduction of learning materials on a school district's website; or (2) a 

separate listing of the individual components of learning materials produced as a single volume. 

Allows a school district to: (1) update the report and post the updated report on the school 
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district's website on an ongoing basis during the school year, as long as the updated report is 

completed by January 1 and August 1; and (2) use a collaborative online document or 

spreadsheet software that allows multiple authorized users to update or make additions to the 

report on an ongoing basis, as long as a link to the report is publicly accessible on the school 

district's website. Requires each school district's report to remain publicly available on the school 

district's website at least until the next report for the year is completed and made publicly 

available on the school district's website. Provides that each school district's report shall include 

a step-by-step process on how a parent or guardian of a student attending a school within the 

school district can opt-out a child from any learning materials or activities provided by the 

school if the learning materials or activities conflict with the student's religious beliefs. Effective 

July 1, 2026. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2832—L. Collins. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. 

Provides that, beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, the State Board of Education shall 

establish a pilot program in 5 school districts requiring pupils in prekindergarten through grade 

12 to receive developmental etiquette education. Provides that, beginning with the 2028-2029 

school year, every school district in this State shall require pupils in prekindergarten through 

grade 12 to receive developmental etiquette education. Sets forth the grades and instruction for 

developmental etiquette education, and requires feedback and evaluations. Provides that, 

beginning with the 2028-2029 school year, as a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma, 

each pupil in grade 12 must, in addition to other course requirements, successfully complete 

developmental etiquette education. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 2837—A. Johnson. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning the 

administration of asthma medication, epinephrine injectors, opioid antagonists, and oxygen 

tanks, provides that "trained personnel" includes athletic coaches and trainers. Allows a pupil 

with asthma to self-administer and self-carry the pupil's asthma medication at a school-sponsored 

athletic practice or game. Allows a school nurse or trained personnel to administer undesignated 

asthma medication to a person at a school-sponsored athletic practice or game. Makes a change 

to provide that a school district, public school, charter school, or nonpublic school may maintain 

a supply of asthma medication in the nurse's office. Requires a school district, public school, 

charter school, or nonpublic school to maintain a supply of asthma medication in a secure 

location that is accessible before, during, and after school where a person is most at risk on 

account of physical activity. Requires at least one member of an athletic coach's staff at a school 

and any athletic trainers at that school to complete the training curriculum relating to the 

administration of undesignated asthma medication.  Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2876—Bryant. Amends the School Code. With respect to the suspension or 

expulsion of a student, requires all evidence, including, but not limited to, video evidence and 

written materials, held by a school district that has led to the decision to suspend or expel the 

student to be given to the student's parents or guardians before a suspension or expulsion 

hearing. Effective immediately.  Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2905—Villa. Amends the State Board of Education Article of the School Code. 

Provides that, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, the State Board of Education shall 

award competitive grants on an annual basis to school districts and other educational units that 
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have school social work interns to assist those school districts and other educational units in the 

funding of school social work internships approved by the interns' educator preparation programs 

by providing stipends. Sets forth the stipend amount. Provides that the State Board of Education 

shall annually disseminate to school districts and other educational units that have school social 

work interns a request for applications for grants. Provides that grant applications shall be 

accepted on an annual basis. Provides that the State Board of Education shall establish 

procedures for submitting requests for stipends and issuing funds to approved applicants. 

Provides for prioritizing grants if an appropriation is insufficient to fund all applications for 

grants. Provides that for any school year in which grants are awarded, the State Board of 

Education shall produce a report on the awarding of grants, in cooperation with the school 

districts and educational units that are awarded grants. Sets forth requirements for the report. 

Provides that the report shall be posted on the State Board of Education's Internet website each 

school year in which grants are awarded. Amends the Board of Higher Education Act. Provides 

that the Board of Higher Education shall establish and administer a grant program to support the 

field placement of social workers. Provides that the Board shall distribute the funds appropriated 

for this purpose in the form of grants to public or nonpublic institutions of higher education to 

expand opportunities for students who are intending to become social workers and to assist 

students in pursuing social-work related field placements, internships, and other work 

opportunities. Sets forth other requirements concerning the operation of the grant program. 

Effective immediately. 

 

 Senate Bill 2905—Villa.  

Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. Creates the Special Education 
Workload Task Force to develop guidance on the calculation of workload limits for special educators. 
Sets forth the members. Provides for meetings and administrative support. Requires the Task Force to 
submit its guidance to the State Board of Education and the General Assembly on or before June 30, 
2027. Dissolves the Task Force upon submission of the guidance. Repeals these provisions on June 30, 
2028.  Senate Assignments. 
 

Senate Bill 2909—Bell. Amends the Evaluation of Certified Employees Article of the School 

Code. Prohibits an evaluator from using an artificial intelligence tool to assign a numerical score 

or qualitative rating for any component of a teacher's evaluation or any evaluation task that 

requires professional judgment. However, allows an artificial intelligence tool to be used to 

support the evaluator in administrative tasks. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 2913—Lightford. Amends the Evaluation of Certified Employees Article of the 

School Code. Provides that, beginning July 1, 2026, if a school district and its teachers cannot 

reach agreement over the decision on whether to incorporate the use of data and indicators on 

student growth as a factor in rating teaching performance into a teacher evaluation plan and 

there is no collective bargaining agreement that includes or incorporates by reference the 

teacher evaluation plan, then the student growth component shall be removed from the teacher 

evaluation plan. Effective immediately. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2914—Cappel. Amends the Employment of Teachers Article of the School Code. In 

a provision requiring a school board, before setting a hearing on charges stemming from causes 

that are considered remediable, to give a teacher reasonable warning, in writing, stating 
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specifically the causes that, if not removed, may result in charges, allows a teacher to grieve the 

issuance of such warning pursuant to the applicable collective bargaining agreement to 

determine whether the board had just cause in issuing the warning. Requires the written warning 

to narrowly specify the nature of the alleged misconduct that needs to be remedied. Provides 

that under no circumstances may the written warning remain effective for longer than 4 years 

from the date of the issuance of the written warning. Requires the school district to use 

reasonable efforts to remove the written warning from the teacher's personnel file after the 4 

years have elapsed or sooner if agreed to through the exclusive bargaining representative, with 

an exception. Effective immediately.  Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2918—Preston. Amends the School Code. In a provision related to student 

discipline policies and the establishment of a parent-teacher advisory committee, defines 

"parent-teacher advisory committee" and requires teachers to be selected for a parent-teacher 

advisory committee in cooperation with the school district's teachers or, if applicable, the 

exclusive bargaining representative of the district's teachers. In a provision regarding the 

suspension or expulsion of a student, provides that gross disobedience or misconduct shall be 

defined by school board policy, in collaboration with the school district's parent-teacher 

advisory committee. 

Senate Assignments.. 

 

Senate Bill 2948—Hastings. Amends the School Safety Drill Act. Provides that school districts 

and private schools in the State shall consider the use of mobile panic alert systems in the 

development of their school emergency and crisis response plans. Provides that the mobile panic 

alert system, if used, shall be known as "Alyssa's Alert" and shall be capable of connecting to 

diverse emergency service technologies to ensure real-time coordination between multiple first 

responder agencies. Provides that the mobile panic alert system, if used, must be capable of 

integrating with local, public-safety, answering-point infrastructures to transmit 9-1-1 calls and 

mobile activations. Requires the State Board of Education to conduct market research, in 

consultation with the Illinois Emergency Management Agency, to identify whether an existing 

market of supply of mobile panic alert systems that satisfy the requirements under the 

amendatory provisions is available in the State from multiple vendors for use by school districts. 

Requires the State Board of Education, in consultation with the Illinois State Police and the 

Illinois Emergency Management Agency, to develop standards for a mobile panic alert system. 

Requires the State Board of Education to establish and administer a Mobile Panic Alert System 

Grant Program. Provides that school districts and private schools may apply to the State Board 

of Education for a Program grant to obtain a mobile panic alert system in order to better prepare 

for emergency responses. Provides that Program grants shall be awarded from moneys 

appropriated for that purpose from the Mobile Panic Alert System Grant Fund. Amends the 

State Finance Act to make a conforming change. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate bill 2953—Halpin. Amends the Downstate Teacher Article of the Illinois Pension Code. 

Provides that, through June 30, 2029 (instead of June 30, 2026), an annuitant may accept 

employment as a teacher without impairing his or her retirement status if that employment is not 

within the school year during which service was terminated and does not exceed 120 paid days 

or 600 paid hours in each school year, but not more than 100 paid days in the same classroom. 

Makes a conforming change. Effective immediately. Senate Assignments.  



 27 

 

Senate Bill 2966—Guzman. Amends the School Code. Requires each school district 

maintaining any elementary grades to provide its public school pupils enrolled in kindergarten 

through grade 8 with age-appropriate, active-transportation safety training. Sets forth the 

requirements for the active-transportation safety training. Allows a nonpublic school 

maintaining any elementary grades to provide its nonpublic school pupils enrolled in 

kindergarten through grade 8 with active-transportation safety training. Requires the Secretary 

of Transportation to maintain a comprehensive collection of active-transportation safety training 

materials. Makes other changes. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 2991—McClure and Turner. Amends the School Code. In provisions concerning a 

school board's suspension or expulsion of pupils, provides that a student who is determined to 

have initiated sexual activity with another individual without that individual's consent, a sexual 

assault, or an attempted sexual assault at a school, a school-sponsored activity or event, or an 

activity or event that bears a reasonable relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of 

not less than one year. Provides that (i) a student initiates sexual activity with another individual 

without that individual's consent if the student uses force or a threat of force to make the other 

individual perform a nonconsensual sexual act; (ii) a student initiates a sexual assault if the 

student commits an act of sexual penetration and uses force or a threat of force; and (iii) a 

student initiates an attempted sexual assault if, with the intent to commit a sexual assault, the 

student commits an act that constitutes a substantial step toward the commission of a sexual 

assault. Allows the expulsion requirement to be modified by the superintendent of the school 

district and the superintendent's determination to be modified by the school board on a case-by-

case basis. Provides that the expulsion shall be construed in a manner consistent with the federal 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and a student who is subject to expulsion may be 

eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program. Effective immediately.  Snate 

Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 2992—Fowler. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. 

Provides that short-term approval of a paraprofessional educator endorsement on an Educator 

License with Stipulations shall be given to an individual who meets the requirements in the 

Illinois Administrative Code. Provides that the short-term approval expires on June 30 

immediately following 5 full fiscal years after the approval was given. Effective July 1, 2026. 

Senate assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3028—Simmons. Amends the School Code. Prohibits the State Board of Education 

from developing, purchasing, or requiring a school district to administer, develop, or purchase a 

standardized assessment for students enrolled or preparing to enroll in prekindergarten through 

grade 12 (rather than grade 2), other than for diagnostic purposes. Prohibits the State Board of 

Education from providing funding for any standardized assessment of students enrolled or 

preparing to enroll in prekindergarten through grade 12 (rather than grade 2). Makes related 

changes. Effective immediately. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3031—Villanueva. Amends the School Code. Requires every public elementary and 

high school to include in its curriculum the study of the contributions made by Latin Americans 

to the economic, cultural, social, and political development of the United States. Provides that 
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the regional superintendent of schools shall monitor a school district's compliance with the 

requirement during the regional superintendent's annual compliance visit and make 

recommendations for improvement. Provides that the failure by a school district or school to 

comply with the requirement shall result in a written warning for the first offense, and if the 

school district or school continues to fail to comply with the requirements, the school district or 

school shall face disciplinary action at the discretion of the regional superintendent. Requires 

the State Superintendent of Education to prepare and make available to all school boards 

instructional materials and professional development opportunities that may be used as 

guidelines for the development of a Latin American unit of study. Effective August 1, 2026. 

Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bil 3036—Ellman. Amends the School Code. Provides that the statement included in the 

State Board of Education's list of the identified days and dates of cultural, religious, or other 

observances shall also encourage schools to avoid, if possible, scheduling significant academic 

deadlines or major school events on the identified days and dates of cultural, religious, or other 

observances. Provides that upon the posting and distribution of the list, a district superintendent 

shall distribute information to all faculty and staff about upcoming days and dates of cultural, 

religious, or other observances. Requires these days and dates to also be acknowledged and 

posted on official school or administrative calendars. With respect to a child being excused from 

attending school because of religious reasons, provides that if the exact date of the absence 

cannot be determined more than 5 days in advance due to the use of a lunar or other nonfixed 

calendar, notice of the child's absence shall be given as soon as reasonably possible. Provides 

that any child excused from attending school because of religious reasons shall be granted 

reasonable academic accommodations without penalty. Requires a district superintendent's 

procedures regarding a student's absence for religious reasons to include guidance on 

adjustments to academic schedules, assignments, or major school events. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3051—Morrison. Amends the School Code. Allows a school district, public school, 

charter school, or nonpublic school to authorize a school nurse or trained personnel to: (1) 

provide undesignated ready-to-use glucagon to authorized personnel to administer ready-to-use 

glucagon to a student that meets the student's prescription on file; (2) administer undesignated 

ready-to-use glucagon that meets the prescription on file to any student who has a plan that 

authorizes the use of ready-to-use glucagon; and (3) administer undesignated ready-to-use 

glucagon to any person that the school nurse or trained personnel believes in good faith is 

having a severe hypoglycemia emergency. Makes conforming changes regarding liability, 

where and when the undesignated ready-to-use glucagon may be administered, supply 

maintenance, notification of administration to the student's parent or guardian or emergency 

contact, training, and reports of administration to the State Board of Education, General 

Assembly, and Department of Public Health. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3070—Preston and Cappel. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School 

Code. Provides that, as a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma, each pupil entering the 

9th grade beginning with the 2028-2029 school year must successfully complete either 2 years 

of foreign language courses or at least 2 years of career-focused coursework that has been 

authorized by the State Board of Education as meeting the requirements for a College and 

Career Pathway Endorsement under the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act (rather 
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than requiring the successful completion of 2 years of foreign language courses). Amends 

various Acts relating to the governance of public universities in Illinois. Provides that a public 

university may not require State public high school graduates, as a condition of acceptance, to 

have completed any years of foreign language courses unless the university permits, as an 

alternative to completion of a foreign language course, attainment of a College and Career 

Pathway Endorsement under the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act. Effective 

immediately. Senate Assignments. 

 

 Senate Bill 3110—Johnson. Amends the School Code. Provides that, subject to appropriation, 

the State Board of Education, in consultation with the Department of Public Health, shall 

develop an educational document explaining, at a minimum, the values of good indoor air 

quality and shall supply the document to school districts. Provides that, subject to funding from 

the State Board, a school district shall ensure that all active classrooms are equipped with an air 

quality monitor.  Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3112—Johnson. Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. 

Provides that, with respect to any State statute or administrative rule that defines a general 

education classroom to be composed of a certain percentage of students with individualized 

education programs, such percentage shall exclude students with individualized education 

programs receiving only speech-language pathology services outside of the general education 

classroom for a mild speech disorder, provided that the instruction the students receive in the 

general education classroom does not require modification or accommodation (rather than 

providing that students with individualized education programs shall exclude students receiving 

only speech services outside of the general education classroom, provided that the instruction 

the students receive in the general education classroom does not require modification). Provides 

that such percentage shall include students with individualized education programs receiving 

only speech-language pathology services outside of the general education classroom for a 

moderate to severe speech disorder. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3138—Feigenholtz-- Amends the Children's Mental Health Act. In provisions 

concerning the Children's Mental Health Partnership, makes changes to the Partnership's list of 

duties to include (i) reviewing or facilitating needs assessments (rather than conducting research 

assessments) to better understand the challenges and gaps of programs, services, and policies 

related to children's mental health; (ii) monitoring policy development related to children's 

mental health in Illinois at the local, State, and federal level; and (iii) regularly reviewing 

aggregate and de-identified data on the need for children's behavioral health services in Illinois 

that is collected by the Behavioral Health Care and Ongoing Navigation (BEACON) portal to 

ensure that system transformation can continue to be driven by data. Provides that the 

Partnership's membership shall include public members who reflect a diversity of sexual 

orientation; and that all Partnership members shall serve without compensation and with no 

entitlement to reimbursement for expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. Removes 

a provision permitting the Partnership to convene study groups. Expands the membership of the 

adjunct council to include up to 10 youth aged 16 to 25 (rather than up to 6 youth aged 14 to 25) 

and up to 4 (rather than a minimum of 4) representatives of 4 different community-based 

organizations that focus on youth mental health. Makes other changes.  Senate Assignments.  
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Senate Bill 3224—Turner. Amends the Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities Act. Changes 

the name of the Illinois School for the Visually Impaired to the Illinois School for the Blind. 

Makes conforming changes to the Personnel Code, the School Code, the School Safety Drill 

Act, the Illinois Educational Labor Relations Act, and the MRSA Prevention, Control, and 

Reporting Act. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3301—Balkema. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. Provides 

that a school district is exempt from requiring pupils, beginning with the 2028-2029 school year, 

to complete 2 years of foreign language in order to graduate if the school district sends a written 

request to waive the requirement to the State Board of Education and includes evidence in the 

request that the school district does not have the employees necessary to provide 2 years of 

foreign language education to all pupils in secondary school within the school district. Provides 

that after receiving a written request from a school district, the State Superintendent of 

Education shall approve the request if the evidence included in the request is determined by the 

State Superintendent to be sufficient. Provides that a pupil is exempt from the 2-year foreign 

language requirement if the pupil or a school counselor, in consultation with the pupil, develops 

a postsecondary plan that is centered around postsecondary opportunities that do not include 

postsecondary education through an institution of higher education. Provides that the pupil or 

the school counselor shall send the postsecondary plan to the superintendent of the school 

district in order to be exempt from the 2-year foreign language requirement. Effective July 1, 

2026.  Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3327—Villaneuva.  Amends the School Code. Requires every public elementary and 

high school to include in its curriculum the study of the contributions made by Latin Americans 

to the economic, cultural, social, and political development of the United States. Provides that 

the regional superintendent of schools shall monitor a school district's compliance with the 

requirement during the regional superintendent's annual compliance visit and make 

recommendations for improvement. Provides that the failure by a school district or school to 

comply with the requirement shall result in a written warning for the first offense, and if the 

school district or school continues to fail to comply with the requirements, the school district or 

school shall face disciplinary action at the discretion of the regional superintendent. Requires 

the State Superintendent of Education to prepare and make available to all school boards 

instructional materials and professional development opportunities that may be used as 

guidelines for the development of a Latin American unit of study. Effective August 1, 2026. 

Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3330—Villaneueva.  Amends the Employment of Teachers Article of the School 

Code with respect to the removal or dismissal of teachers in contractual continued service. In 

provisions specifying that if a decision of a hearing officer for dismissal or of a school board for 

dismissal for cause is adjudicated upon review or appeal in favor of a teacher, then the trial 

court shall order reinstatement and shall remand the matter to the school board with direction 

for entry of an order setting the amount of back pay, lost benefits, and costs, less mitigation, 

provides that, post reinstatement, the mutually selected hearing officer shall maintain 

jurisdiction over the back pay so that the teacher may challenge and the hearing officer may 

potentially amend the school board's order setting the amount of back pay, lost benefits, interest, 

and costs, including, but not limited to, attorney's fees, less mitigation, through an expedited 
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arbitration procedure, with the costs of the arbitrator borne by the school board (rather than 

providing that the teacher may challenge the school board's order setting the amount of back 

pay, lost benefits, and costs, less mitigation, through an expedited arbitration procedure, with 

the costs of the arbitrator borne by the school board). Senate Education.  

 

Senate Bill 3331—Bryant. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. Allows 

an institution of higher education approved to offer educator preparation programs to pursue 

accreditation by the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP). Provides 

that an institution of higher education that receives and retains CAEP accreditation may forgo 

the State reauthorization process. Requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules for the 

reauthorization of a CAEP-accredited institution of higher education. Senate Education.  

 

Senate Bill 3358—Elman. Amends the School Code. Provides that the State Board of Education 

shall develop statewide guidance for school districts and educators on the use of technology-

based learning resources in elementary and secondary education. Provides that the State Board 

of Education shall develop and publish the guidance by July 1, 2027 and provide continuous 

updates as it deems necessary. Allows the State Superintendent of Education to convene 

stakeholders for a statewide council to consult on the further development of guidance, 

resources, and other support for school districts and educators on the use of technology-based 

learning resources in schools. Senate Executive.  

 

Senate 3361—Simmons. Amends the School Code. Provides that when registering or seeking 

recognition status with the State Board of Education, a nonpublic elementary or secondary 

school shall include assurances that the school will not prohibit religious hairstyles, hair-related 

religious practices, or facial hair worn in accordance with a student's or employee's sincerely 

held religious beliefs, observance, or practice. Provides that a school uniform or dress code 

policy adopted by a school board or local school council may not include or apply to religious 

hairstyles, hair-related religious practices, or facial hair worn in accordance with a student's 

sincerely held religious beliefs, observance, or practice. Makes conforming changes. Effective 

immediately.  Senate Education.  

 

Senate Bill 3391—Villaneuva.  Amends the Charter Schools Law of the School Code. Provides 

that upon approval of a charter renewal by an authorizer, the charter operator shall execute the 

renewal agreement no later than 90 days after the date of the authorizer's final renewal approval. 

Provides that a charter school that is deemed nonrenewed is ineligible to receive any payments 

from a school district. Provides that a charter operator that fails to execute a renewal agreement 

within a specified period may not continue to operate the charter school beyond the expiration 

of the existing charter term and is subject to closure procedures. Requires every charter operator 

to maintain closure security. Provides that failure to maintain closure security is a basis for the 

authorizer to withhold a portion of per-pupil payments until compliance is achieved and for 

consideration in denying a charter renewal or revoking the charter or ineligibility to operate 

additional charter campuses. Provides that if the closure security is insufficient to cover the 

costs of a closure event, the authorizer or the State Board of Education may bring a civil action 

against the charter operator to recover the unpaid amounts and seek to impose a lien on any 

property owned by the charter operator to secure recovery. Provides that if an authorizer 

determines that a charter school is in financial distress, the authorizer may require the charter 
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operator to submit a financial remediation plan within 30 days. Provides that if the authorizer 

determines that the charter school has failed to implement an approved remediation plan or the 

financial distress presents an immediate risk to students, employees, or public funds, the 

authorizer may initiate financial intervention by appointing an independent fiscal manager 

approved by the authorizer and the State Board. Allows the fiscal manager to exercise authority 

limited to financial matters. Provides that financial intervention is temporary and may not 

exceed 180 days, except that the authorizer may extend the intervention once for good cause. 

Makes other changes. Effective immediately.  Senate Executive Committee.  

 

Senate Bil 3400—Martwick. Amends the Illinois Pesticide Act. Provides that the statements that 

are to be provided by pesticide registrants under the Act must include either a specific statement 

that the pesticide to be registered contains no PFAS or, if the pesticide (including its active and 

inert ingredients) contains any PFAS, certain information regarding the PFAS, including the 

name of the specific chemical and the quantity of the chemical in the product. Provides that the 

Director of Agriculture shall not register any pesticide product that contains a chemical that is 

an intentionally added PFAS and that the use of any pesticide that contains any chemical that is 

an intentionally added PFAS is prohibited. Further provides, beginning January 1, 2030, that the 

use of any spray adjuvant that contains intentionally added PFAS is prohibited. Requires the 

Department of Agriculture to adopt rules to implement these provisions. Defines "PFAS" and 

"intentionally added PFAS". Senate Assignments. 

 

 Senate Bill 3492—Preston. Amends the School Code. Provides that the State Board of 

Education may provide statewide guidance to school districts concerning a workforce 

development curriculum or programming or both that can be adopted at the school district, 

school, or classroom level and that provides best practices for teaching artificial intelligence, 

quantum computing, and other types of rapidly growing technologies as deemed necessary, in a 

manner that prepares students for workforce, job, and career competencies in the future and 

informs students of new or growing job or career opportunities in these new fields. Provides that 

the State Board shall prepare a comprehensive review of any workforce development 

preparation curriculum and programming specifically designed around technology implemented 

or considered in other states through other state actions, policies, pilot programs, or school-

based programs implemented or tested on a statewide or school-district basis. Provides that the 

State Superintendent of Education may convene meetings with stakeholders from the public or 

private sector in preparing the guidance and may allow for the submission of public comments 

from individuals, organizations, or other entities prior to finalizing the prepared guidance. 

Senate Executive.  

 

Senate Bill 3533—Johnson. Amends the School Code. In a provision concerning twice-

exceptional children, changes references from "children" to "students" and defines "twice-

exceptional student". Provides that in the development of an individualized education program 

(IEP) or federal Section 504 plan for a twice-exceptional student, if the student's ability or 

achievement indicates that the student would benefit from advanced academic programs, then 

those abilities or achievement levels shall be recognized and addressed in the student's IEP or 

Section 504 plan and be reflected in the individualized services, goals, accommodations, and 

objectives for the student, while continuing to provide appropriate services and support for the 

student's disabilities in all educational settings. Sets forth what the services, goals, objectives, 
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accommodations, and best practices for identifying and addressing the educational and related 

needs of a twice-exceptional student may include. Effective immediately. Senate Education.  

 

Senate Bill 3598—Cappel. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. In a 

provision regarding the Illinois Teaching Excellence Program, changes the definition of "hard-

to-staff school" to mean a public school that either (i) is identified as hard-to-staff based on data 

reported on its school report card or (ii) does not have a school report card but serves a student 

population in which 30% or more of the student enrollment is considered low-income as 

determined by the State Board of Education using available enrollment or funding data, and 

provides that the State Board may not deny a National Board certified teacher a retention bonus 

solely because the public school at which the teacher is employed does not have a school report 

card. Senate d. Appropriations.  

 

Senate 3651—Balkena. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. Provides 

that an applicant for a Substitute Teaching License who holds a valid paraprofessional educator 

endorsement on an Educator License with Stipulations and who has been working in the 

capacity of a paraprofessional in this State for a minimum of 5 school years does not need to 

hold a bachelor's degree or higher from a regionally accredited institution of higher education or 

be enrolled in an approved educator preparation program in this State and have earned at least 

90 credit hours to be issued a Substitute Teaching License. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3663—Belt. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code with 

respect to the Illinois Teaching Excellence Program. Provides that a maximum of $2,000 (rather 

than $1,000) shall be given as monetary assistance and incentives toward the National Board for 

Professional Teaching standards' renewal application fee. Removes other monetary assistance 

and incentives. Provides that the State Board of Education shall provide an annual stipend of 

$4,000 for up to 5 years to teachers who hold current National Board for Professional Teacher 

Standards certification. Provides that to receive the $4,000 annual stipend, the National Board 

certified teacher must be employed as a public school teacher and must hold a valid National 

Board for Professional Teacher Standards certificate throughout each year of the stipend. 

Provides that if there are adequate funds available, mentoring programming must be made 

available to support qualified educators in their pursuit of National Board certification. Sets 

forth specific incentives, and provides that funds may also be used for (i) professional 

development training provided by National Board certified teachers or (ii) instructional 

leadership training for qualified educators interested in supporting implementation of the Illinois 

Learning Standards or teaching and learning priorities of the State Board of Education or both. 

Provides that the selection of teachers who hold both a National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards designation and a current corresponding certificate issued by the National 

Board for Professional Teaching Standards shall be encouraged for other mentoring programs. 

Senate Ed.Approp.  

 

Senate Bill 3669—Johnson. Amends the School Code. In the Courses of Study Article, provides 

that each school district and its schools shall create, maintain, and implement a policy for 

providing academic, social-emotional, and behavioral intervention within a framework of a 

multi-tiered system of support. Provides that the multi-tiered system of support process should 

use a collaborative team approach and include the engagement of and regular communication 
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with the child's parent or guardian. Requires the parent or guardian of a child identified for 

additional support to be provided with written notice of the school district's use of scientific, 

research-based intervention within a multi-tiered system of support and the purpose of the 

intervention. Allows the parent or guardian to be part of the collaborative team approach at the 

discretion of the school district. Provides that the parent or guardian shall be provided all data 

collected and reviewed by the school district with regard to the child in the scientific, research-

based intervention or multi-tiered system of support process. Allows the State Board of 

Education to provide guidance to school districts and identify available resources related to 

facilitating parent or guardian engagement in a multi-tiered system of support process. In the 

Children with Disabilities Article, repeals a Section concerning the response to scientific, 

research-based intervention or a multi-tiered system of support process. Senate Ed.  

 

Senate Bill 3675—Ventura. Amends the School Code. Provides that the State Board of 

Education, in cooperation with the Department of Revenue, shall conduct an education funding 

reform study, with a goal of adopting a system that controls costs while creating a more 

equitable funding system. Provides that the State Board of Education shall study the feasibility 

of creating a statewide shared funding system. Effective immediately. Senate Ed. Approp. 

 

Senate Bill 3701—Guzman.  Amends the School Code. Provides that all mandated categorical 

programs under the Code and the School Breakfast and Lunch Program Act shall be funded at 

100% of their required levels as calculated by the State Board of Education, without proration. 

Provides that, beginning with Fiscal Year 2027, the General Assembly shall appropriate funds 

for each fiscal year sufficient to fully reimburse school districts for all services and costs under 

mandated categorical programs, as required under the Code. Requires the State Board to 

annually provide to the General Assembly, no later than May 1 of each year, the appropriation 

levels needed to fully fund mandated categorical grant funding for the upcoming fiscal year. 

With respect to the evidence-based funding formula, provides that the State shall increase 

annual new State funds to ensure full funding of the formula beginning with Fiscal Year 2027. 

Requires the State Board to annually determine and report the amount necessary to bring all 

Tier 1 and Tier 2 organizational units to 100% of their adequacy targets, and requires the 

General Assembly to appropriate sufficient funds to meet this requirement no later than Fiscal 

Year 2027. Provides that no organizational unit may receive less than the amount determined 

under the formula in any fiscal year. Effective immediately. Senate Approp. Ed.  

 

Senate Bill 3758—Chesney. Amends the School Code. Provides that school districts shall 

regulate and restrict access to public restrooms, locker rooms, dressing rooms, and other similar 

places on the basis of biological sex and shall also adopt a policy that provides for gender 

neutral or alternative facilities for students, staff, and members of the public, as the school 

district deems appropriate. Provides that school districts are not required to: (1) limit access by a 

minor accompanied by an adult guardian of the opposite sex into a specified facility appropriate 

for the adult guardian; (2) prohibit a person with disabilities from using a specified facility 

appropriate to the biological sex of either the person with disabilities or of an adult caretaker 

providing assistance; or (3) prohibit access to these facilities by custodial staff, school staff, or 

other persons in an emergency situation. Senate Assignments.  
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Senate Bill 3759—Syverson. Amends the School Code. Requires a school board to create a 

policy that prohibits all school personnel from using a showering or bathing facility accessible 

to a student during school hours. Sets forth provisions concerning policy requirements and 

school personnel duties and prohibitions. Provides that school personnel that violate the policy 

may be subject to corrective action. Requires the school board to review the policy annually and 

update the policy as needed to comply with any changes to the law, best practices, or feedback 

from school personnel. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3774—Belt. Amends the School Code. Provides that a truant minor may not be 

administratively withdrawn (rather than expelled) for nonattendance unless he or she has 

accrued 15 consecutive days of absences without valid cause and the student cannot be located 

by the school district or the school district has located the student but cannot, after exhausting 

all available supportive services, compel the student to return to school. Requires a school 

district to make at least 3 documented attempts to notify the parent or guardian of its intent to 

administratively withdraw a student prior to withdrawing the student. Effective immediately. 

Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3776.  Johnson. Creates the Educational Choice for Children Act. Requires the State 

Board of Education to submit to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States and publish 

on the website of the State Board a list of all scholarship granting organizations that meet the 

requirements of certain provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and that are located in the 

State. Provides that the State Board may establish rules governing the process and 

documentation necessary for an entity to demonstrate that it qualifies to be included as a 

scholarship granting organization on the list. Requires the State Board to comply with all federal 

regulations pertaining to the administration of the federal tax credit established under certain 

provisions of the Internal Revenue Code to ensure that the State is eligible to participate in 

taxable years beginning after December 31, 2026. Provides that qualifying scholarship granting 

organizations on the list may provide scholarships for any qualified elementary or secondary 

education expense, to the extent allowed under federal law. Provides that the General Assembly 

voluntarily elects the State to: (1) participate in the federal tax credit for individuals who make 

qualified contributions to scholarship granting organizations within the State; and (2) identify 

scholarship granting organizations located in the State. Effective immediately. Senate 

Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3806—Edly-Allen.  Amends the Transitional Bilingual Education Article of the 

School Code. Subject to appropriation, requires the State Board of Education to establish and 

implement an English Learner Grant Program to support school districts' English learner 

programs. Effective immediately.  Senate Assignments 

 

Senate Bill 3807—Edly-Allen.  Amends the Behavior Analyst Licensing Act. Adds an 

occupational therapist to the individuals that the Act does not prohibit from performing or 

advertising activities that are considered to be the practice of applied behavior analysis under 

the Act. In provisions concerning unlicensed practice, provides that any member, partner, 

shareholder, director, officer, holder of any other ownership interest, or agent of a business 

organization providing behavior analysis services who makes clinical decisions regarding 

patient care without being licensed or exempt under the Act shall be deemed to have violated 
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the provisions. Repeals a provision concerning license restrictions and limitations. Amends the 

Professional Service Corporation Act. Adds the practice of applied behavior analysis by persons 

licensed under the Behavior Analyst Licensing Act to the list of personal services that, when 

combined, constitute "related professions" and "related professional services". Amends the 

Professional Limited Liability Company Act. Adds the practice of applied behavior analysis by 

behavior analysts and assistant behavior analysts licensed under the Behavior Analyst Licensing 

Act to the list of professional services that may be combined under a single professional limited 

liability company. Makes other changes. Effective immediately. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3858—Curran. Amends the School Code. Provides that a school board shall require 

a school that operates a library to place the library's catalog of library materials in a searchable 

database accessible over the Internet to a parent or guardian of a student at the school. Provides 

that a school board shall require a school that operates a library to allow a parent or guardian of 

a student at the school to prohibit the student from accessing any library materials that the 

parent or guardian designates. Provides that the school shall require the parent or guardian to 

designate in writing which library materials the parent or guardian is prohibiting the student 

from accessing, shall keep the written designation on file in the library, and shall prevent the 

student from accessing that material.  Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3877—DeWitte. Amends the Employment of Teachers Article of the School Code. 

Provides that beginning with continuing education coursework commenced on or after July 1, 

2026, a school district, special education cooperative, or other public educational employer may 

recognize graduate-level continuing education coursework for purposes of salary advancement 

or lane changes only if the continuing education coursework meets specified requirements. 

Provides that nothing in the provisions impairs the ability of the parties to a collective 

bargaining agreement to negotiate salary schedules or compensation structures, as long as any 

graduate-level continuing education coursework recognized for salary advancement or lane 

changes complies with those specified requirements. Allows the State Board of Education, in 

consultation with the Board of Higher Education, to adopt rules as necessary to implement the 

provisions. Effective July 1, 2026.Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 3928—Cappel. Amends the Educator Licensure Article of the School Code. With 

regard to the suspension or revocation of a license, endorsement, or approval, provides that 

failure of the State Superintendent of Education to complete its investigation and issue formal 

discipline or otherwise dispose of the investigation within one year after the State 

Superintendent receives any written investigatory evidence relating to a particular license holder 

shall result in the investigation being deemed completed and the allegations against the license 

holder shall be determined to be unsubstantiated and dismissed with prejudice by the State 

Superintendent. Provides that formal documentation of an unsubstantiated determination shall 

state that no further action will be taken by the State Superintendent arising from the same facts 

or circumstances and shall be sent to the license holder within 45 business days after the 

unsubstantiated determination. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3960—Harriss. Amends the School Code. Requires, on or before the 2027-2028 

school year, each school board to adopt and implement a wireless communication device policy 

that limits the use of wireless communication devices by students during instructional time to 
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the greatest extent possible. Provides that the wireless communication device policy shall be 

developed in consultation with the parent-teacher advisory committee. Establishes exceptions 

for wireless communication device use during instructional time. Requires each school board to 

review its wireless communication device policy in consultation with the parent-teacher 

advisory committee at least once every 3 years and make any necessary and appropriate 

revisions to the policy. Provides that a school district shall publicly post the policy on its 

website. Provides that, if the school district does not operate a website, then the school district 

shall provide a copy of the policy to the parents or guardians of every student enrolled in the 

school district. Effective immediately. 

Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 3999-Pummer. Amends the School Code. Provides that school personnel and the 

parents of students enrolled in a school district may file a complaint with the school board of the 

school district for any administrative or school board member malpractice. Requires a school 

board to create a process for filing complaints with the school board. Provides that if a school 

board receives more than one filed complaint about any one school board member or 

administrator of the school district, the school board shall report the complaints to the regional 

office of education with jurisdiction over and the State Board of Education. Provides that a 

school employee is immune from professional disciplinary action for submitting a complaint 

that is not made with willful or wanton misconduct. Provides that a student of a parent who 

submits a complaint may not have any disciplinary action or mistreatment made upon the 

student by school personnel or a school board member because the parent submitted a 

complaint. Provides that if school personnel have a good faith belief that a violation of the 

Criminal Code of 2012, the Illinois Vehicle Code, or a local ordinance has occurred on or off 

school grounds that is based on evidence received by school personnel on school grounds or at a 

school-sponsored event, the school personnel shall report the violation to the appropriate law 

enforcement authority. Provides that school personnel making a good faith report of a violation 

to the appropriate law enforcement agency are immune from criminal or civil liability or 

professional disciplinary action for making a good faith report that is not made with willful or 

wanton misconduct. Effective July 1, 2026. 

Senate Assignments. 

Senate Bill 4001—Rose. Amends the School Code. Creates the Substitute Teacher Background 

Check Task Force to research and identify paths through legislation, rules, and communication 

processes to expedite the background check process and provide reciprocity concerning 

background checks for licensed substitute teachers in the State to teach in school districts across 

Regional Offices of Education jurisdictions without having to complete multiple background 

checks. Sets forth meeting requirements, membership, administrative support, and 

compensation. Requires the Task Force to submit its findings in a report on or before October 

31, 2026 to the State Board of Education and the General Assembly. Dissolves the Task Force 

upon submission of its report. Effective immediately. Senate Assignments.  

 

Senate Bill 4010—McClure. Amends the Downstate Teacher Article of the Illinois Pension 

Code. In a provision concerning the contribution required to establish service credit for certain 

service as a teacher or administrator employed by a private school recognized by the Illinois 

State Board of Education, changes the amount of the interest payment required to establish that 



 38 

service credit from interest at the actuarially assumed rate to regular interest. Senate 

Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 4014.  Cappel.  Amends the School Code. Provides that certain provisions 

concerning the recomputation and adjustment of a school district claim for general State aid or 

evidence-based funding shall end with Fiscal Year 2026. Provides that when a child from an 

orphanage, foster family home, other State agency, children's home, or State residential unit 

eligible for special education services is placed in a separate public day school, that school shall 

meet the programmatic requirements and regulations for separate public day schools. Provides 

that any funds appropriated for the Illinois Teaching Excellence Program must be used, among 

other purposes, for indirect costs necessary for Program operation. Provides that an annual 

retention bonus of up to $4,000 (rather than $4,000) per year for 2 consecutive years shall be 

awarded to National Board certified teachers employed in hard-to-staff schools and such funds 

must be disbursed equally on an annual basis among all qualified educators (rather than on a 

first-come, first-served basis). Makes other changes. Effective immediately. Senate 

Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 4026—Lightford. Amends the Courses of Study Article of the School Code. With 

respect to the requirement that, beginning with the 2028-2029 school year, each pupil entering 

the 9th grade must, as a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma, successfully complete 2 

years of foreign language courses, requires a high school to offer 2 years of foreign-language 

course credit to any student who either (i) successfully passes a standardized test of language 

proficiency for a language other than English at the level required for the State Seal of 

Biliteracy or (ii) presents an official transcript demonstrating completion of 2 years of high-

school equivalency in which the language of instruction was in a language other than English. 

Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 4031—Preston. Amends the School Code. Sets forth measures to be taken when an 

offense of bullying occurs and is reported to a public school, including a charter school, 

depending on the severity of the bullying offense, including hearing requirements, compulsory, 

school-based, restorative-justice requirements, community service requirements, and counseling 

requirements for minor offenders; hearing requirements, administrative fee requirements, and 

education session requirements for parents or guardians of minor offenders; and victim support. 

Requires the State Board of Education to annually report to the School Crime Supplement to the 

National Crime Victimization Survey of the National Center for Education Statistics any 

incidents of bullying, the number of hearings relating to incidents of bullying, restorative-justice 

program outcomes, disciplinary actions, and follow-up metrics by demographics. Requires the 

State Board to conduct an annual audit of schools that participate in the restorative measures to 

determine anti-bullying metrics for the report. Makes other changes. Senate Assignments. 

 

Senate Bill 4033—Preston. Amends the School Code. Provides that beginning July 1, 2026, 

each school district shall determine a plan for responding to all incidents of battery committed 

by students against teachers and other school personnel, which shall include reporting and 

documentation procedures, student safety plans, behavioral intervention plans, and remedies for 

injured teachers and school personnel. Effective immediately. Senate Assignments.  
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 Senate Bill 4055—Lightford..  Amends the School Code. Changes the term "foreign language" 

to "world language" throughout the Code. Provides that a school district may establish a 

counselor-guided process, with the consent of a student's parent or guardian, under which the 

student may be exempted from one or both years of the world language requirement to receive a 

high school diploma beginning with the 2028-2029 school year. Sets forth requirements for the 

counselor-guided process. Provides that a student who has used the counselor-guided process 

may not be prohibited from enrolling in world language coursework in a subsequent school 

year. Provides that the school district shall provide equitable access to world language 

instruction and appropriate academic support to enable the student to meet postsecondary 

admission requirements if the student's goals change. Provides that nothing in the provisions 

may be construed to limit a student's ability to earn credits through world language coursework, 

demonstrate proficiency, or satisfy other graduation requirements through allowable 

substitutions under the Code. Provides that implementation of the counselor-guided process, the 

development or modification of a student's course plan, and a student's enrollment or 

reenrollment in world language coursework shall be carried out in accordance with the school 

district's existing course offerings and scheduling constraints and may not be construed to 

waive, eliminate, or otherwise alter the 2-year world language requirement. Makes conforming 

changes in various Acts relating to the governance of public universities in Illinois. Effective 

July 1, 2028. Senate Assignments. 
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