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House Bill 3772—Davis. Provides that for suspensions of longer than 3 days, the length of the
suspension for any student in kindergarten through grade 2 shall (rather than may) not be for
longer than the number of days required by the school district to review, amend, develop, or
implement a behavior intervention plan or safety plan (instead of providing that the length of the
suspension for any student in kindergarten through grade 2 may not be for longer than the
number of days required by the district to develop and implement a behavior intervention plan or
safety plan). Provides that for suspensions of longer than 3 days, the length of the suspension for
any student in preschool shall (rather than may) not be for longer than the number of days
required by the school district or early childhood program to review, amend, develop, or
implement a behavior intervention plan or safety plan (instead of providing that the length of the
suspension for any student in preschool may not be for longer than the number of days required
by the district or early childhood program to develop and implement a behavior intervention plan
or safety plan). Varied effective date. Passed the House. Sent to the Governor—6-26-2026.
Signed by the Governor—Public Act 104-056.

House Bill 4397—Crawford. Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code.
Provides that "school psychologist", for a psychologist licensed on or after the effective date of
the amendatory Act, means a psychologist who, along with other qualifications, has graduated
with a specialist degree, an equivalent degree with the completion of a minimum of 60 graduate
semester hours, or a higher degree in school psychology from an institution of higher learning
that maintains equipment, courses of study, and standards of scholarship approved by the State
Board of Education, and has had at least 1,200 clock hours of supervised experience in the
delivery of school psychological services of a character approved by the State Superintendent of
Education, at least 600 hours of which were in a school setting, and has such additional
qualifications as may be required by the State Board of Education. Makes changes to provide
that school psychological services provided by qualified specialists who hold a Professional
Educator License endorsed for school psychology may include, but are not limited to: (1)
providing assessments; (2) creating and implementing prevention and intervention services that
support student learning; (3) providing mental and behavioral health services; (4) acting as
liaisons between public schools and community agencies; (5) evaluating program effectiveness;
(6) providing crisis prevention, response, and intervention within the school setting; (7)
providing consultation and collaboration; (8) supervising school psychologist interns enrolled in
school psychology programs; (9) screening school enrollments to identify children who should
be referred for individual study; and (10) developing any other necessary programs and services.
Provides that a school psychologist may not provide school psychological services outside of his
or her employment to any student in any school district that employs the school psychologist.
Makes other changes.

Passed both Houses.

Signed by the Governor 104-0605.



House Bill 4536—Mussman. Amends the Regional Superintendent of Schools Article of the
School Code. With respect to the requirement that institutes provide instruction on trauma-
informed practices and include the definitions of trauma, trauma-responsive learning
environments, and whole child before the first student attendance day of each school year, makes
changes to the definitions of "trauma" and "trauma-responsive learning environments". Defines
"trauma-informed practices" to include awareness of populations for whom trauma may be
ongoing, relational, and developmentally expressed over time. Effective immediately. Passed
both Houses. Signed by the Governor . Public Act104-0612.

House Bill 4577—Dias.

Amends the School Code regarding the establishment of kindergartens. With respect to a provision
stating that kindergarten should provide opportunities for play-based learning, defines: (1) "play-based
learning" as teacher initiated play.

Rearranges the definitions of "guided play" and "student-initiated play", and corrects reference
errors.

Changes the term "guided play" to "teacher-initiated play".

Passed both Houses. Signed by the Governor, PUBLIC ACT 104-0555.

House Bill 5225—Manley. Amends the Illinois Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
Practice Act

Provides that a speech-language pathologist may diagnose autism spectrum disorders if the speech-
language pathologist has completed training in age-appropriate autism diagnostic evaluation methods
provided by an approved continuing education sponsor (rather than if the speech-language pathologist
has an active autism evaluation credential issued by the lllinois Early Intervention Program).

Passed both Houses.

Signed by the Governor . Public ACt 104-0561.

House Bill-5321—Stuart. Amends the School Code. Provides that, beginning with continuing
education coursework completed on or after July 1, 2026, a school district, special education
cooperative, or other public educational employer may provide salary advancement to licensed
classroom teachers for the completion of continuing education coursework if the continuing
education coursework: (1) is graduate-level, degree-eligible credit offered through a regionally
accredited institution of higher education and documented on an official academic transcript;
and (2) includes an instructor of record. Provides that nothing in the amendatory Act requires a
school district, special education cooperative, or other public educational employer to create a
salary schedule or salary advancement pathway if one does not otherwise exist. Provides that
nothing in the amendatory Act precludes the parties to a collectively bargained agreement from
negotiating salary advancement or other compensation-related advancements under the
collectively bargained agreement for other negotiated actions or activities by a licensed
classroom teacher not set forth in the amendatory Act. Provides that implementation of the
amendatory Act shall be determined by each school district, special education cooperative, or
other public educational employer. Effective immediately. Passed both Houses. Signed by the
Governor 104-0795.



Senate Bill 2427—Castro.Amends the School Code. Provides that on or before the beginning of the 2027-
2028 school year, each school board and charter school shall adopt and implement a wireless
communication device policy. Requires the policy and administrative responses for violations of the
policy to be published in a student handbook, if one exists. Establishes exceptions for the use of a
wireless communication device during school time. Prohibits a school district or charter school from
enforcing the wireless communication device policy through fees, fines, suspensions, expulsions, or the
deployment of a school resource officer or local law enforcement officer. Sets forth how the policy shall
be developed. Provides that a school board, the governing body of a charter school, and any school
personnel are immune from any liability resulting from damage to a wireless communication device if
the device is stored in good faith and in accordance with the wireless communication device policy.
Provides that the wireless communication device policy shall be posted on the school district's or charter
school's publicly accessible Internet website. Requires, by September 1, 2026, the State Board of
Education to post on its website a template for a model wireless communication device policy. Provides
that if a school district or charter school has an existing wireless communication device policy in place
before the effective date of the amendatory Act that limits wireless communication devices during a
majority of or the entirety of the school day, the district or charter school may keep its existing policy in
place through the 2030-2031 school year, at which point the district or charter school must adopt a
wireless communication device policy meeting the requirements the amendatory Act. Makes other and
conforming changes. Effective immediately. Passed both Houses. Signed by the Governor. Public Act
104-0657.

Senate Bill 2761—D. Turner. Amends the School Boards Article of the School Code. In
provisions concerning in-service training programs, provides that the instruction on the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act, as it pertains to the school environment, includes, without
limitation, service animals.

Passed both Houses. Signed by the Governor—104-0628.

Senate Bill 2909—Bell. : Provides that a teacher is prohibited from using an artificial intelligence
tool to generate evidence of professional practice that will be used by an evaluator to evaluate
the teacher's performance; however, an artificial intelligence tool may be used by a teacher to
support the teacher in administrative tasks. Makes changes concerning the joint committee
requirement. Provides that if a teacher uses an artificial intelligence tool, the name and specific
purpose of the artificial intelligence tool must be disclosed to the evaluator evaluating the
teacher.

Passed both Houses. Signed by the Governor . Public Act 104-0565.

Senate Bill 2913—Lightford. Provides that if the parties cannot reach agreement over the
decision on whether to incorporate a student growth component into the teacher evaluation plan
and there is no collective bargaining agreement that includes or incorporates by reference the
use of a student growth component in the teacher evaluation plan (rather than that includes or
incorporates by reference the teacher evaluation plan), then the student growth component shall
be removed from the teacher evaluation plan. Effective immediately.

Passed both Houses. Signed by the Governor Public Act 104-0646.



Senate Bill 2918—Preston. Amends the School Code. Makes a change to the definition of
"parent-teacher advisory committee". Provides that policy review includes the impact of student
behavior on students and school personnel. Provides that the criminal and civil offenses
committed by students that are reported under the reciprocal reporting system between a school
district and local law enforcement agencies includes attacks on school personnel. Removes the

provision regarding the suspension or expulsion of a student. Passed both Houses. Signed by
the Governor. Public Act 104-0648.

Senate Bill 3533—Johnson.Amends the School Code. In a provision concerning twice-
exceptional children, changes references from "children" to "students". Sets forth what the
suggested best practices for addressing the educational and related needs of a twice-exceptional
student, as well as any student who (i) is gifted, talented, or accelerated or would benefit from
an advanced academic program and (ii) is eligible for a federal Section 504 plan, may include.
Allows a school board to adopt a policy to allow for the development of a written education
plan to address the advanced abilities or achievement levels of twice-exceptional students
through individualized services, goals, accommodations, and objectives for a student, while
continuing to provide services and support for the student's disabilities in all educational
settings. Effective immediately. Passed both Houses. Signed by the Governor. Public Act 104-
0822.



